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From the Desk of Josh Moser,
Secondary Principal
“Greatness and nearsightedness are incompatible.
Meaningful achievement depends on lifting one's sights and
pushing toward the horizon.”
-Daniel H. Pink

During the week of January 13th, I was fortunate to attend the
Future of Educational Technology Conference (FETC), along
with elementary principal Ms. Beth Happe and teacherlibrarian/media specialist Mrs. Beth Grafft. Over the course of
the week, we were each able to attend dozens of sessions that
focused on, as the name of the conference implies, the
evolving roles technology plays in education.
Conference Overview
The conference schedule ran typically from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. every day Tuesday through Thursday. The conference
boasted over 600 different sessions they were open to all
attendees. Attendees could opt to stay within a particular track
which appealed and applied to particular roles within a school
district, such as administrator, teacher, media specialist/
school librarian, instructional coach, and IT coordinators.
Having the different tracks made it easy to schedule based on
preference and desired learning one would want to obtain over
the course of the conference.
A significant highlight of the conference was that Daniel Pink
was the keynote speaker for the opening session on
Wednesday. The content of his speech came from the work he
did when writing his most recent book When: The Scientific
Secrets Behind Perfect Timing and its connection to school
structures and learning. Some key takeaways from Pink’s
session:




Starting later in the day is better for student learning;
Breaks (including recess) should not be viewed as
separation from learning, but rather a part of learning;
Schedules should be based on learning needs, not
logistics; and

People tend to start their days in a good mood,
decline in mood in the afternoon, and rebound toward
the end of the day

Pink’s keynote address appealed to the diverse audience he
had at this conference, and spoke truths (backed with social
science research) that is not only applicable but also crucial to
ensuring our students have the best learning experiences
possible. I would personally recommend any and all of his
books for one’s reading list. Check out his Web site here:
https://www.danpink.com/
Learning Goals
Because there was an overwhelming number of sessions, I
developed goal areas to serve as personal outcomes and
intended learning targets for this conference. Most of my
sessions aligned with the administrator track as it is most
appropriate for my role but also because most of the learning
that would be involved is both of interest to me personally as
well as aligned with the needs and goals of the MStM school
district. The outcomes were as follows, as well as a sampling
of sessions that highlighted learning in these areas:
1) Understand the legal, ethical, and educational
landscapes in regards to technology
The Roaring Twenties: Data Privacy Law for the New
Decade focused a lot on how electronic records of students
(ranging from emails to security camera images) should be
handled by school districts. Led by school attorneys from
Chicago, this session helped solidify and confirm district
practices in relation to the maintenance of electronic student
records. The law can be kind of tricky to interpret in this
realm, especially because of the definition of what constitutes
an “educational record” can vary from situation to situation.
Conscientious Creativity: Where Creation and Copyright
Intersect was, coincidentally, led by consultants at the Grant
Wood AEA in Cedar Rapids, so it was good to get some
insight from fellow Iowans. This session took us through a
wide range of topics as relates to how teachers and
administrators utilize copyrighted materials in a classroom and
elsewhere. This can be a tricky thing to navigate, especially
since teaching and learning requires the use of so many

different materials and sources. More than likely, and this will
be a topic addressed through teachers’ professional
development sessions in the coming months - not because
there are particular concerns, but rather a good refresher on
what's best practice as it relates to laws and ethical practices
with copyrighted materials.

The gift of being able to attend this conference is
immeasurable in that it allowed me to a) confirm that a lot of
the practices and policies at MStM align with best practices;
b) bring new learning to the teachers, students, and parents of
the district; and c) connect with other administrators from
around the country with whom I would not otherwise
network.

2) Increase communication reach and efficacy
Chrome Apps and Extensions for the Productive
Administrator was the very first session I attended at this
conference. It allowed me to explore the various Chrome
applications and extensions available to Google administrators
and those who use the Google applications for education. It
might seem small but I learned how to better manage my
Google calendar as well as some ideas to increase the efficacy
of how Intervention notifications are sent out (which is still in
the works - I have been in contact with the presenter to help
provide further guidance on this). It's always good to get an
expert’s review of and training on the tools that we use on a
daily basis to ensure that we are maximizing their capabilities.
3) Develop strategies and practices to increase student
engagement and productivity
Student Helpdesk 101: A Roadmap for Leveraging Talent
was a key session for this goal area. Since we began our 1:1
student laptop initiative at MStM nearly 10 years ago, we have
nursed it along year to year in terms of repairs, access, and
infrastructure. Vast improvements have been made in this area
(increased bandwidth, moving from laptops to Chromebooks,
etc.), yet there is still always room for improvement. Enter:
Student Helpdesk. This initiative would not only increase
productivity (faster turnaround time for repairs, for example)
but also student engagement (students who enjoy working
with their hands and/or with computers would benefit greatly
in this area). More information about how students can get
involved with this will be coming soon. I’m very excited about
the prospect of this opportunity!
4) Implement technology practices to enhance and
support special education students and staff
Using Technology to Transform Qualitative Data into
Quantitative Data focused on the relatively abundant
availability of qualitative data in schools (i.e. observations,
conversations, reflections, etc.) and the means to quantify
them to make it more user-friendly and actionable. Although
the session was cut short, the tips and tools gleaned from this
session will aid in many things, ranging from teacher
observations/performance review practices to IEP data and
special education decisions.

We are living in times of hyper-change in all facets of our
society and culture. In certain respects, the reality is that most
schools look and operate very differently now than they did
even a few years ago. The reliance on technology has been, in
all honesty, a blessing and a curse. Our students have access to
more information at the click of a button than previous
generations ever could have dreamed. As a result, educators
and parents alike have to figure out how best to navigate this
ocean of information (and the tools we need to access, create,
and evaluate them) and help our students learn in the process.
The importance of this kind of conference as a whole - and
the learning that comes from it - lies in the fact that we have to
be ready to adapt to the ever-changing needs of the students
that we serve at MStM. In our hyper-connected society, it is
crucial we stay on the cutting edge of best practices as well as
technology available to enhance student learning. As the
French poet Marguerite de Navarre said, “People pretend not
to like grapes when the vines are too high for them to reach.”
We can't be afraid to go out of our comfort zone - or even
travel to a different state, in the case of this conference - to
learn best practices to grow our body of knowledge, all in
service to the students we serve. Change can certainly be hard
and adapting to new realities are part of that struggle. Because
we have access to new learning, to networks of experienced
educators, and a focus on our individual students’ needs, we
will continue to lift our sights to the horizon, because our
students deserve it.

From the Desk of Beth Happe,
Elementary Principal
The Benefits of Preschool
A huge amount of learning takes place between the ages of
three and five. During this time, a preschool (Pre-K) program
can help your child develop important skills – skills that will
help your child succeed in kindergarten and beyond. Here are
a few ways preschool programs benefit children.
Academic Growth. Research show that children who
participate in a preschool program are better prepared to start
school. They also score higher on reading and math tests.
Social Development.
Students who attend preschool
programs have been shown to have better attendance and







fewer behavioral problems. They are also exposed to early
learning activities that boost creativity, problem solving, and
social development.
A Successful Future. Research shows that students who
participate in preschool programs are more likely to graduate
from high school, be employed, and earn higher wages.
We are very pleased to provide a great beginning for
preschoolers at Martensdale-St. Marys CSD. Two Peas in a
Pod Preschool registration is now open for the 2020-2021
school year. Registration is set up on line through the district
website and can be accessed here: https://mstm.us/

So how do you manage those all at the same time? The key is
balance. Think of ways to work some of these ideas in with
others. For example:


For more information about the preschool program, see the
link to the current handbook.



https://mstm.us/pdf/2019/08-26-19/2019-2020-PreschoolHandbook-4-5-year-olds.pdf
Contact Amy DeWaard
additional information.

(amy_dewaard@mstm.us)


for

From the Desk of Randy Folkerts,
Secondary Counselor

Challenge yourself with harder classes.
Be responsible.
Study hard.
Go out and have some fun.
Earn some money.

To balance classes, take some courses that you know
you can get high grades in, a couple of harder classes
that will challenge you, and one or two electives that
let you explore new options each year.
To balance activities, get involved in different
organizations that let you have some fun and give
you opportunities to be a leader and work as a team.
To balance the present with the future, take a parttime job that helps you earn money for the future,
shows that you're responsible and gives you
experience you can use later.

Success in high school leads to success later in life, whether
you choose to continue your education or pursue a career. Find
the balance that works for you to start achieving success now.

Counselors Corner
Recommended Courses
Do you have a plan for life after high school? Do you know
what your options are? Do you have questions about career
and college planning or how to finance a college education?
You and your students are invited to the following FREE
presentations.
Current 10th grade parents and students
Wednesday, February 19th
Career & College Planning Night at 6:00 p.m. in the school
media center
Current 11th grade parents and students
Wednesday, February 19th
Understanding Financial Aid at 7:00 p.m. in the school
media center
If you have any questions about these presentations, feel free
to ask the guidance office.
As a student, you hear a lot of advice about what it takes to be
successful.




Get involved in different activities.
Plan for the future.
Achieve high grades.

Which is better: Taking a class you know you'll get a high
grade in or choosing one that will challenge you but won't
guarantee you an A?
Good grades look great on a college or job application, but a
4.0 GPA isn't everything. Colleges look at the courses you
take as well as the grades you earn. They prefer students who
don't always go for the easy A. Besides, a different or more
challenging course may change your outlook on life or help
you determine what you want for your future Colleges also
require that you take and pass certain classes in high school.
How do you know which ones you should take? You'll need to
take the classes your school requires for graduation, of course.
For additional planning, consider these points:
If...
You already
know where
you want to
go or what
you plan to
do
after

Then...



Use the college or program's
admissions requirements as a guideline.
If you plan to go to Iowa State
University, the University of Northern
Iowa or the College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences at the University of Iowa, use
the Iowa Board of Regents Admission

high school




If you're not
so sure of
your plans
after high
school







Index (RAI) at the following web site:
http://www2.state.ia.us/regents/RAI/
as a guideline. This scoring system
includes SAT® or ACT® scores, GPA
and number of high school courses
completed in core subject areas.
For electives, choose courses that
reinforce your interests.
Even if you change your mind, you'll
have a good foundation.

Talk to your counselor about your
career interests and what classes may fit
those interests. If you decide that you
might want to go to college, ask your
counselor about the recommended
courses.
Since every college's admission
requirements differ, you can use the
RAI as a guideline for required courses.
You'll qualify for automatic admission
to Iowa's three state universities and
create a good foundation for admission
to most four-year colleges in Iowa.
Once you do choose a college or course
of study, be sure you find out what the
admissions requirements are and
change your course plan as necessary.

classes might help you discover your true calling or get some
needed experience.

From the Desk of Jessica Ackerson,
HS Science

Miss Ackerson’s science classroom has been a busy place for
learning and growing! The 7th grade science class is currently
studying the biodiversity of ecosystems and how eco systems
interact. The class has been discussing ecosystem
disturbances, such as the Australian wildfires, and how an
ecosystem will recover. The 8th grade science class has just
started the unit on Diversity of Living Things. The class has
worked on studying different fossil types. Each group studied
a type of fossil and had a gallery walk to explore the different
fossil types. The students are discovering all of the
information that fossils can provide. The natural physical
science class has been working on the chapter of Work and
Power. The students are currently studying the inputs and
outputs of work on simple machines. They will soon be
investigating the mechanical advantage of a simple machine to
find the best efficiency. Biotechnology will spend the semester
studying about advancements in the biological processes for
human use. They will use the classroom fish tank to study
from and learn about biotechnology and real life applications.

From the Desk of Gary Faraci,
HS Science

Challenge Yourself
Besides giving you greater confidence and a better idea of
what you might like to do in life, advanced courses have
additional benefits:




Some high school courses may allow you to earn
college credits at the same time. Ask the counseling
office about dual-enrollment classes that are
available.
9th -12th grade students, you are eligible to start taking
college classes online through DMACC. Online
DMACC classes encourages high school students to
take advantage of this opportunity to enroll in college
courses while still in high school. For further
information contact the counseling department.

Expand Your Horizons
You'll have the chance to choose courses that aren't required,
called electives, during high school. Choose classes that fit
your interests and your goals for life after high school. These

Physical sciences
This past semester in physics we covered mechanics: motion,
Newton’s laws and energy. In the second semester, the
students will focus on properties of matter, heat, sound and
light, along with electricity/magnetism. Students will have an
opportunity to practice their knowledge through hands-on labs
in optics and circuit building. Chemistry students concluded
the first semester focusing on the atom, elements, and the
periodic table. The second semester will be dedicated to
chemical reactions, gas laws, acids & bases, and oxidationreduction.
Life sciences
Biology students spent this past semester studying the origin
of life on Earth and the role that cells play in development of
organisms. This semester they will be building off of the cell
and turn to genetics, ecology, plants and animals. Since pigs
and humans have similar organs and systems, the anatomy and

physiology students had an opportunity to obtain hands-on
experience by dissecting a fetal pig.

Student Spotlight
The Appalachian Trail. 2192 miles. 14 states. 160 days.
5 million footsteps. One wild adventure.
My name is Riley Dunn and I graduated from MStM in
2014. Afterwards, I received bachelor’s degrees in
Landscape Architecture and Environmental Studies from
Iowa State University in May 2019. In July, I flew to
Maine in hopes of hiking my way to Georgia.
Sunlight streamed through the thin nylon of my
hammock as I lay suspended between two massive oak
trees. My fellow hikers and I (referred to as a tramily)
had been lulled to sleep the night before by the pitterpatter of acorns hitting our rain flies. Now, the birds sang
us good morning and the soft hues promised pleasant
weather today. Time to gather water from the nearby
stream. Filter the water. Eat some oatmeal and peanut
butter; maybe some cowboy coffee. Dress in clothes still
dirty from a fall taken last week. Pack up all items
necessary for survival. Hoist packs that somehow seem
heavier than they were the day before. Off we go.
Every day was hard; some days were less hard. But
never for a full day did I wish I was anywhere else. I
shouted from the top of mountains. I cried alone after
dealing with the same blisters for 100 miles. I rejoiced at
all-you-can-eat buffets in town. I snuggled in shelters
with whoever was closest once the temperatures reached
single digits. I did it.
A friend and fellow thru-hiker told me before I started,
“you’ll ruin your life.” It’s true, my life is now ruined in
the best possible way. I fully appreciate running water
from a tap and a real bathroom in the middle of the
night. I feel lazy if I sit still for more than an hour or
two. I know how it feels to set a goal that most would
deem impossible or crazy and accomplish that goal. If
you’d like to ruin your life too, try going for a really
long walk.

From the Desk of Brooke Safely,
English and Drama

The Composition, Spanish IV, and high school TAG students
volunteered at Meals from the Heartland on Wednesday,
December 18th. With 41 volunteers, we packaged over 41,000
meals! It was a lot of fun to be able to serve others, especially
during this holiday season.

From the Desks of Tish O’Mara
And Jodi Noga, 3rd Grade
Third Grade News!
It’s hard to believe we are half way through our year. We have
been very busy working on our cursive handwriting. This is
the first year we are officially using it in class. Our goal is to
be able to read and write all letters in cursive by the end of the
year. We have also been practicing our multiplication and
division facts. Our last unit was learning these facts and the
strategies needed to apply them to problem solving! Learning
strategies consisted of arrays, repeated addition, doubling,
drawing pictures and making equal groups. Nightly practice
would help us be able to master these important skills and
concepts by the end of third grade. For reading, we are getting
ready for our winter round of FAST testing for fluency and
reading for comprehension. Reading with a sibling, parent, or
other family member is a great way to continue to build
fluency throughout the year. In addition to learning, we also
had some fun before winter break with craft and movie days
with our 2nd grade friends and a gift exchange and class party.
We are looking forward to some more fun with our third grade
field trips to the Civic Center on March 30th and Living
History Farms on May 7th. Tickets for the Civic Center had to
be purchases in advance, so only students and teachers will
attend, but you are welcome to join us on our trip to Living
History Farms!

From the Desk of Madison Twaddell,
K-12 Art

Hello from the art classroom!!
It’s been a while since I have written one of these articles, but
it feels good to be back!! This school year seems to be flying
by so quickly, I mean, we are already in the 2nd semester!! So
let me update you on what’s been going on!
Elementary have been learning all about the Elements of Art!
We’ve created fun moves and silly voices to remember those

elements for easily. Maybe some of your kids have shown you
a little bit of these, if not, ask them!! It’ll help them retain the
information easier!
Kindergarten has worked on A LOT of projects so far! We
have done a Line Monster, a paper collage rainbow, and a
snowy tree that we textured with miscellaneous items around
the classroom!
1st grade has been on a roll with their projects also! We have
created our hands and traced them over and over and over
again! We watched a Pixar short film of the birds on the line
pole and recreated the birds in rainbow order! We made some
yummy looking ice cream cones that was 5 scoops tall! (Each
scoop was a different shade or tint of one color that they were
able to choose!) And we just finished up our bears which we
made look super soft and cuddly! Now we are working on TieDye Optical Illusions. Do you see the Vase? Or the Face? Up
to you to decide!
2nd Grade has been working hard on their own watercolor selfportraits, and with CRAZY hair!! They then continued their
line projects by weaving some Eye Catchers and had a one day
project creating Rainbow flowers. Lastly, they just finished up
working on their Value Bubbles, which I must say are super
cool!
3rd Grade has been working on more time-consuming projects
so don’t have as many as most grades, but that doesn’t make
them any less creative and fun to make! They first worked on
creating cool Cacti with different types of oil pastel lines and
then watercolor painted them. They created some colorful fall
trees with 12 different colors to make them pop out at you!
And they have been slowly working on Hokusai’s Big Wave
(famous painting but done in our own version!)
4th grade has been really enjoying art class (and I enjoy having
them in class also!). We’ve been working on Landscapes
drawn with only lines, watercolor painting some balloons
(mixing the balloons colors in between), and gluing down
some monochromatic value shapes to create a puzzle!
5th grade has been cranking out project after project this whole
year. We first created our names with some crossing lines and
another line projects giving an optical illusion of depth, almost
like your falling into Wonderland. They enjoyed working with
India Ink and mixing colors on some tiles we found in my
classroom. And our latest project that we have been working
on is our Zentangle objects with a monochromatic watercolor
value scale.
6th grade have really invested into each art class with staying
on task and focused with their projects. They first created an
optical illusion of overlapping lines. From there, they moved
on to creating a 1pt. perspective city in the shape of a circle,

which proved to be somewhat tricky for some students, but
that didn’t stop them for getting assistance from me. Their
latest project will be a really cool hallway art piece that we
will be hanging up in a few weeks. We have worked on
painting one color, light to dark, and then cutting it out in a
feather shape. Come see the art piece in March!!
7th and 8th graders are getting their art on and developing their
skills, getting ready for High school art classes in a year or
two. Each project has been done with craftsmanship and
creativity, which has been exciting to see their successful
learning.
High Schoolers just finished their final projects and hosted the
3rd Power Hour Art Show in January, displaying, showing and
selling their art pieces to other students that pay some
Twaddell Bucks (monopoly money I created).
I am looking forward to this semester of students and the
schedule that I have with them. I have a ton of students
wanting to try new classes, such as Advanced Pottery,
Advanced Painting, and Drawing Basics. I look forward to the
creations that are made this year!
Last couple of things!!! I have been so overwhelmed by all of
the support I’ve been receiving for elementary art club! Our
first art club had over 80 kids!!! Phew! We split them up into
two different groups meeting once a month until this Spring
when we are now having them in their two sections, but they
will meet the same week on Tuesday and Thursday at the end
of the month. Thank you Thank you Thank you SOO much to
all the parents/guardians that have helped with donating fleece
fabric for our January Meetings. I am happy to report that we
will be donating 20(!!!!) blankets to a nonprofit organization
called JOPPA, to give less fortunate people some warmth
during these cold months.
A couple of new things from my classroom are I am looking
for any type of recycling material you are willing to part
with!! Newspaper, water bottles, cardboard, Egg cartons!
Anything and everything! If you are wondering what I’ll
accept, you can call me at my school number or email me at
Madison_twaddell@mstm.us.
Stay creative!
Mrs. Twaddell (Mrs. T)

Reading Buddies include kindergarteners who are paired with a 6th grader or an elementary
student council member and they meet about once a week. Here are some of the activities
we've done this year!

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING DECEMBER 9, 2019
The Board of Directors of the Martensdale-St. Marys Community School District met in regular session, pursuant to law on December
9, 2019.
Members Present: President, Nicole Bunch; Vice President Ralph DiCesare; Dawn Reeves, Jennifer Parrott Held and together with
Superintendent, Tom Wood and Business Manager, Jill Gavin.
Members Absent: Jeff Bowlin
I.
Welcome – Board President
Mrs. Bunch called meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and welcomed all guests.
II.
Consent Items
Mrs. Reeves motioned to approve the consent items, seconded by Mrs. Held. Roll call: 4 ayes.
III.
Celebrations
Congratulations to Ethan Christensen, Anna Ohman and Grace Hart to be selected to the Drake Honor Band. They performed on
December 7th at Drake University with 160 other students. This is Ethan’s and Anna’s second time of being selected and Grace’s third
time of being selected. It was a great performance.
Winter sports are off to a good start. Varsity Girls Basketball is 5-0 and Varsity Boys Basketball is 2-1 and Wrestling was very
successful in their first tournament.
Mr. Moser commended Grace Wood for a successful Twirl Camp week. FCCLA has been busy with their Socktober project and Tie
Drive for Night to Shine which is a formal event for disadvantage kids. The secondary TAG program will be doing a blanket drive
and the secondary staff has raised $540 for gift cards to give to families in our community.
Ms. Happe commended the elementary staff for stepping up when there is help needed. Everyone has been filling in for others and
being very helpful. The 2nd, 3rd and 4th graders had their first elementary concert on November 18 under the direction of Mr. Warden.
They did a great job performing Disney toons and the staff is looking forward to the Christmas sing along. Ms. Happe updated the
board on the SWAG Store where students have been earning golden tickets to be use to buy items in the store or earn an extra recess
for their whole class. They even had a Black Friday sale in the SWAG store.
Mr. Wood informed the board that the district has been dealing with a lot of behavior issues and have kudos to our entire special
education staff for being so flexible and for seeing all students as their students. They have been doing a great job working together
and collaborating to help problem solve. Mr. Wood would like to give the board a tour some day of Mrs. Iverson’s classroom that has
been a great resource for the older kids and younger kids.
IV.
V.

Public Comments - none
Old Business
A. Reports
1) MStM Music Booster Minutes - none
2) MStM Athletic Booster Minutes – none
3) MStM PTO Minutes – none
4) MStM FFA Boosters – none

B. Presentations
1) Facilities Report
Mr. Christensen
Mr. Moser provided an update on the Halo devices that have been installed and we are receiving test emails and texts.
2) Elementary Report
Ms. Happe
Ms. Happe provided an update on the Iowa Statewide Assessment of Student Progress Results of 2019. The results went home to
families before Thanksgiving. The staff will continue to review the results. The elementary was 80% proficient in reading, math and
writing. The science results were not very good but with the Next Generation Science standards it might be awhile before that
percentage gets better state wide. The writing portion will not be considered when they do the state report card for proficiency
rankings.

Ms. Happe attended the Special Education Law Conference in November. The Elementary staff has also raised money as much as the
secondary for gift cards to give to families in our community. Rose Dickinson, our elementary social worker, has been working with
many different organizations to be able to help 23-26 kids for Christmas this year.
3) Secondary Report
Mr. Moser
Mr. Moser discussed the summary of the SIAC meeting that was held on November 12th.
They had a Mission/Vision Statement Workshop. Possible mission and vision statements were shared with the group
Original statements were pieced together by a parent volunteer based on key word exercises done with elementary and secondary staff
during staff meetings the previous spring.
Participants’ workshopped options and sought different combinations in small groups, and then shared their suggestions.
The final version was approved by the Committee and will be presented to the Board for adoption at the December 2019 meeting.
Mr. Moser shared disaggregated course enrollment data for the 2019-2020 school year, with data from the previous year for
comparison. Information about course offering changes (those added for the current school year and those that were eliminated from
the previous school year) was also provided, along with schedule development processes and how student input is involved. Group
discussion focused on reasons for course changes and enrollment trends.
Future SIAC meetings will include follow-up of these data with complete numbers for the current school year as well as anticipated
enrollment for the 2020-2021 school year. Group members were encouraged to take data with them and pose additional questions as
they arose.
Ms. Happe shared FAST testing performance results from 2018-2019 school year as well as data from the 2019 Fall Testing Window
(78% proficiency rate). Based on last year’s performance, the goal was set at 85% proficiency rate for students in grades K-2. Group
members posed clarifying questions about FAST scores and the testing process.
The Principal’s Ear was removed from the website recently. It was opened for 47 months. Mr. Moser provided a breakdown of the
data. There were 197 total numbers of entries. Anonymity allowed people to say what they were thinking or feeling, but made acting
on information difficult. The decline in submissions (during the last six months especially) was offset by an increase in emails, phone
calls, and drop-ins to my office. Those who remained anonymous often referenced that “many others” felt the same way or
experienced similar things; where as those who “signed” their name to an entry did not reference others. Many concerns were based
on either false information or a misunderstanding/misperception of the facts. The actionable information did lead to some positive
impacts and improvements. Sometimes people needed to vent or just needed someone to listen to them. The information shared
indicates our community’s priorities: a safe and positive learning environment; caring teachers and staff; successful co- and extracurricular programs; and accountability for everyone. Spikes in submissions occurred during periods of time when students were
experiencing a real or perceived loss of some kind (i.e. Internet freedom, Blue Devil Games). Nearly all of these entries were wellreasoned and respectful.
4) Superintendent Report
Mr. Wood
Mr. Wood discussed the MStM Vision and Mission statements recommended by the SIAC Committee. He went over the process and
input provided. The statements will be on our tag line and letterhead. Leah Stott was a big part in helping putting all the information
together along with staff and parents of the SIAC Committee.
Mr. Wood discussed a current open enrollment request and provided a quick reference chart of open enrollment scenarios.
Mr. Wood also informed the board that it is possible our sharing agreement with I-35 for a social worker will be discontinued. Mr.
Wood will pursue another agreement with our neighbors. Mr. DiCesare asked if we could hire a full time social worker if we can’t
find another sharing agreement. If we hire someone full time we will not receive funding from the state. Mr. Wood also informed the
board that we will be reaching out to a couple of companies to outsource our network solutions. Mr. Don Millage has worked for the
district for over 20 years and is looking to retire in the near future.
VI.

New Business

A. Review Canvas of Election
Mrs. Gavin
B. Discuss/Approve Mission and Vision Statement
Supt. Wood
Recommended Mission and Vision Statement are as follows:
Vision ~ A school community that fosters personal excellence and responsible citizenship.
Mission ~ Inspire. Challenge. Grow.
Mrs. Reeves motioned to approve the recommendation of the new Vision and Mission Statements, seconded by Mr. DiCesare. Roll
call: 4 ayes.
C. Approve SBRC Application for Increasing Enrollment and OE Out
Supt. Wood
Mrs. Reeves motioned to approve the maximum modified supplemental amount for open enrollment out of $144,150.40, seconded by
Mrs. Held. Roll call: 4 ayes.
D. Discuss Open Enrollment Request

`

Supt. Wood

E. 1st Reading School Bus Seat Belt Policy

Supt. Wood

F. Discuss/Approve Personnel Resignations - none

Supt. Wood

G. Discuss/Approve Personnel Recommendations
Supt. Wood
Mrs. Reeves motioned to approve Dinah White, 1:1 Special Ed Associate; Josh Breitbarth, Assistant Varsity Baseball Coach; and
Ethan Westphal, Volunteer Baseball Coach, seconded by Mr. DiCesare. Roll call: 4 ayes.
H. Confirm – Next Meeting Dates
The next school board meeting will be held on January 13, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.

Supt. Wood

VII.
Adjournment
Mr. DiCesare motioned to adjourn, seconded by Mrs. Reeves. Roll call: 4 ayes. Time: 4:50 p.m.

It is the policy of the Martensdale‐St. Marys Community
School District not to illegally discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national origin, gender, disability, religion,
creed, age (for employment), marital status (for programs),
sexual orientation, gender identity, and socioeconomic
status (for programs) in its educational programs and its
employment practices.
There is a grievance procedure for processing complaints of
discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance
related to this policy, please contact the district’s Equity
Coordinator.
MStM’s Equity Coordinator is Josh Moser, secondary
principal. His address is MStM Community School, 390
Burlington, Martensdale, Iowa 50160. His phone number is
641‐764‐2686
and
his
email
address
is:
josh_moser@MStM.us

The Martensdale‐St. Marys District Newsletter is
published by the last day of the preceding month.
The newsletter is available for pickup in the
Superintendent’s office, Post Office and the Jiffy station, all
are located in Martensdale.
You may also view it on the http://www.MStM.us website.
Questions or concerns may be addressed to:
Mrs. DePauw
Martensdale‐St.Marys
Elementary Office
390 Burlington Ave.
Martensdale, Iowa 50160
or by email
brenda_depauw@MStM.us
Office: 641‐764‐2470
Fax: 641‐764‐2100

Lego Champs!!
The Lego team, Cows of Yoda, which included MStM students Aria and Suvan Volz took 1st place championship
award for First Lego League at Iowa State University on Saturday.
They have the opportunity to go to Detroit, Michigan to participate in Worlds Festival April 29 - May 2, 2020.
We are very proud of these kids.

Coming soon…..

PTO Meeting – February 11th

– February 14th

– March 28th

Martensdale-St Marys
February, 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
7:00am7:00pm Youth
Basketball
Tournament-Holt@ Multiple
locations
8:00pm11:00pm Winter
Formal- @
Elementary Gym

2

3

4

8:00am12:00pm Elementa
ry Gym Clean Up@ Elementary Gym
9:00am2:00pm Knights of
Columbus Free
Throw Competition@ HS Gym
12:00pm2:00pm Dooley
Little League
Practice- @ St.
Marys Gym
1:00pm2:30pm 4G
Courtney Basketball
Practice- @
Elementary Gym
2:00pm3:00pm 3G
Dorenkamp
Basketball Practice@ HS Gym
2:00pm5:00pm HS
Baseball Open
Gym- @ St. Marys
Gym
2:30pm4:00pm 5B Weaver
Basketball Practice@ Elementary Gym
3:00pm4:00pm Cantata
Rehearsal- @ Music
Room
3:00pm7:00pm Girls
Basketball Open
Gym- @ HS Gym
4:00pm5:30pm 6B Gavin
Basketball Practice@ Elementary Gym
6:30pm8:00pm High
Altitude Wrestling
Club- @ Wrestling
Room
7:00pm8:30pm 4B
Johnston Basketball
Practice- @
Elementary Gym

3:30pm5:30pm HSBB- @ HS
Gym
4:00pm WrestlingJH Southeast Warren
Jr / Sr High School @
Southeast Warren
Junior-Senior High
School
5:45pm-7:15pm 5G
Pearson Basketball
Practice- @ Elementary
Gym
6:00pm BasketballG/JV (Rescheduled
from 01-3020) Creston
Community @
Martensdale-St.
Marys Jr Sr High
School, HS Gym
6:00pm9:00pm Republican
Caucus- @ Cafeteria
6:45pm BasketballG/Varsity (Resched
uled from 01-3020) Creston
Community @
Martensdale-St.
Marys Jr Sr High
School, HS Gym

Pep Band- @ HS Gym
6:15am7:45am Hernandez
Basketball Practice- @
HS Gym
6:30am7:30am Wrestling
Cheer Practice- @
Wrestling Room
3:30pm-5:00pm 4B
Johnston Basketball
Practice- @
Elementary Gym
4:00pm8:00pm Football
Team Potato Bar@ Multiple locations
5:30pm WrestlingVarsity Knoxville vs.
Multiple Schools @
Knoxville High School
5:30pm7:30pm Baker
Softball Practice- @
St. Marys Gym
6:00pm BasketballG/Varsity Southeast
Warren @
Martensdale-St.
Marys
6:00pm BasketballB/JV Southeast
Warren @
Martensdale-St.
Marys Jr Sr High
School, Elementary
Gym
7:30pm BasketballB/Varsity Southeast
Warren @
Martensdale-St.
Marys
7:30pm BasketballG/JV Southeast
Warren @
Martensdale-St.
Marys Jr Sr High
School, Elementary
Gym

10

11
6:30am7:30am Wrestling
Cheer Practice- @
Wrestling Room
3:30pm5:30pm HSGB- @ HS
Gym
5:15pm-7:00pm PTO
Meeting- @ Multiple
locations
5:30pm-

12:00pm2:00pm Dooley
Little League
Practice- @ St.
Marys Gym
2:00pm5:00pm HS
Baseball Open
Gym- @ St. Marys
Gym
3:00pm-

9

3:30pm5:30pm HSBB- @ HS
Gym
3:30pm5:30pm HSGB- @
Elementary Gym
4:00pm School Board
Meeting- @ Central
Office

5
6:15am7:45am Hernandez
Basketball Practice- @
HS Gym
3:30pm5:30pm HSBB- @
Elementary Gym
3:30pm5:30pm HSGB- @ HS
Gym
3:30pm-6:00pm HS
Baseball Open Gym- @
St. Marys Gym
5:30pm-7:00pm Hart
Basketball Practice- @
HS Gym
5:45pm-7:15pm 5G
Pearson Basketball
Practice- @ Elementary
Gym
6:00pm-8:00pm Post
Prom Meeting- @ Media
Center
6:30pm-8:00pm High
Altitude Wrestling Club@ Wrestling Room
7:00pm-9:00pm HS
Softball Open Gym- @
St. Marys Gym
7:30pm9:00pm Banks Rec
Basketball- @
Elementary Gym
7:30pm9:00pm Coach
Hernandez Rec
Basketball- @ HS Gym

12

3:30pm-5:30pm HSBB@ HS Gym
3:30pm-6:00pm HS
Baseball Open Gym- @ St.
Marys Gym
3:30pm-5:30pm HSGB@ Elementary Gym
6:30pm-8:00pm High
Altitude Wrestling Club- @
Wrestling Room
6:30pm Athletic Booster

6
6:15am7:45am Hernand
ez Basketball
Practice- @ HS
Gym
6:30am7:30am Wrestlin
g Cheer Practice@ Wrestling
Room
3:30pm5:30pm HSGB@ HS Gym
3:30pm5:30pm HSBB@ Elementary
Gym
4:15pm Wrestlin
gJH Pleasantville
@ Pleasantville
High School
5:45pm7:15pm 6G
Oberender
Basketball
Practice- @
Elementary Gym
6:00pm7:30pm 3B
Baker Basketball
Practice- @ HS
Gym
7:15pm8:45pm 5B
Weaver
Basketball
Practice- @
Elementary Gym
7:30pm9:00pm Lents
Basketball
Practice- @ HS
Gym

13

Central College
Singfest- @
Central College
6:30am7:30am Wrestlin
g Cheer Practice@ Wrestling
Room
4:00pm Wrestlin
g-JH Southwest

7
6:15am7:45am Hernandez
Basketball Practice@ HS Gym
3:30pm5:00pm 6B Gavin
Basketball Practice@ Elementary Gym
5:00pm6:30pm 4G
Courtney Basketball
Practice- @
Elementary Gym
5:00pm6:30pm 6G
Oberender
Basketball Practice@ HS Gym
6:00pm BasketballG/Varsity Central
Decatur @ Central
Decatur High School
6:00pm BasketballB/JV Central
Decatur @ Central
Decatur High School
7:30pm BasketballG/JV Central
Decatur @ Central
Decatur High School
7:30pm BasketballB/Varsity Central
Decatur @ Central
Decatur High School

14

3:30pm5:30pm HSGB- @
HS Gym
5:00pm8:00pm PTO
Parents' Night Out@ Multiple locations
6:00pm BasketballB/JV Murray @
Murray Community

8
7:00am7:00pm Youth
Basketball
Tournament-Holt@ Multiple
locations
12:00pm Wrestli
ngVarsity Ogden @
Ogden High
School

15

8:00am12:00pm Norwal
k Superstars- @
HS Gym
12:00pm Wrestli
ngVarsity Pleasant
ville @
Pleasantville High
School

6:00pm 3G
Dorenkamp
Basketball Practice@ Elementary Gym
3:00pm7:00pm Girls
Basketball Open
Gym- @ HS Gym
3:00pm4:00pm Cantata
Rehearsal- @ Music
Room
6:00pm7:30pm Stott
Youth Basketball
Practice- @
Elementary Gym
6:30pm8:00pm High
Altitude Wrestling
Club- @ Wrestling
Room

16
12:00pm2:00pm Dooley
Little League
Practice- @ St.
Marys Gym
2:00pm5:00pm HS
Baseball Open
Gym- @ St. Marys
Gym
3:00pm4:00pm Cantata
Rehearsal- @
Music Room
3:00pm5:00pm Stott
Youth Basketball
Practice- @
Elementary Gym
3:00pm7:00pm Girls
Basketball Open
Gym- @ HS Gym
6:30pm8:00pm High
Altitude Wrestling
Club- @ Wrestling
Room

23

7:30pm Baker
Softball Practice- @
St. Marys Gym
5:30pm Music
Booster Meeting- @
Music Room
6:00pm BasketballB/JV Knoxville @
Martensdale-St.
Marys Jr Sr High
School, HS Gym
7:30pm BasketballB/Varsity Knoxville
@ Martensdale-St.
Marys Jr Sr High
School, HS Gym

17
TBD BasketballB/Varsity TBA @ TBA
3:30pm5:30pm HSBB- @
Elementary Gym
3:30pm5:30pm HSGB- @ HS
Gym

24

12:00pm3:30pm2:00pm Dooley
5:30pm HSBB- @ HS
Little League
Gym
Practice- @ St.
Marys Gym
2:00pm5:00pm HS
Baseball Open
Gym- @ St. Marys
Gym
3:00pm4:00pm Cantata
Rehearsal- @
Music Room
3:00pm6:00pm HSGB- @
HS Gym
5:00pm7:00pm HS
Softball Open
Gym- @ St. Marys
Gym
6:30pm8:00pm High
Altitude Wrestling
Club- @ Wrestling
Room

18
TBD BasketballG/Varsity TBA @
TBA
6:30am7:30am Wrestling
Cheer Practice- @
Wrestling Room
3:30pm5:30pm HSBB- @
HS Gym
5:30pm7:30pm Baker
Softball Practice- @
St. Marys Gym

25
TBD BasketballB/Varsity TBA @
TBA
9:00am POI
Speech- @ LeonCentral Decatur High
School
3:30pm5:30pm HSGB- @
HS Gym
5:30pm7:30pm Baker
Softball Practice- @
St. Marys Gym

Club Meeting- @ Media
Center
7:00pm-9:00pm HS
Softball Open Gym- @ St.
Marys Gym
7:30pm-9:00pm Banks
Rec Basketball- @
Elementary Gym
7:30pm-9:00pm Coach
Hernandez Rec Basketball@ HS Gym

19
1:00 Dismissal1:00pm2:00pm Daycare- @
Elementary Gym
1:15pm-3:15pm HSGB@ HS Gym
3:30pm-5:30pm HSBB@ HS Gym
3:30pm-6:00pm HS
Baseball Open Gym- @ St.
Marys Gym
6:00pm-7:00pm College
Planning Night- @ JH-HS
Media Center
6:30pm-8:00pm High
Altitude Wrestling Club- @
Wrestling Room
7:00pm-9:00pm HS
Softball Open Gym- @ St.
Marys Gym
7:00pm-8:00pm FAFSA
Night- @ JH-HS Media
Center
7:30pm-9:00pm Banks
Rec Basketball- @
Elementary Gym
7:30pm-9:00pm Coach
Hernandez Rec Basketball@ HS Gym

26
TBD BasketballG/Varsity TBA @ TBA
9:00am Academic
Bowl- @ Southeast
Warren Jr Sr High
School
3:30pm5:30pm HSBB- @ HS
Gym
3:30pm-6:00pm HS
Baseball Open Gym- @
St. Marys Gym
3:30pm5:30pm HSGB- @
Elementary Gym
6:00pm-8:00pm HS
Softball Open Gym- @
St. Marys Gym
6:30pm-8:00pm High
Altitude Wrestling Club@ Wrestling Room
7:30pm9:00pm Banks Rec
Basketball- @
Elementary Gym
7:30pm9:00pm Coach
Hernandez Rec
Basketball- @ HS Gym

Valley @
Southwest Valley
High School
6:00pm Basketb
allG/Varsity Panora
ma @ Panorama
High School
7:30pm Basketb
allB/Varsity Panora
ma @ Panorama
High School

Schools
7:30pm BasketballB/Varsity Murray @
Murray Community
Schools

7:00pm9:00pm JH
Winter Formal- @
Elementary Gym

20

21

22

TBD BasketballB/Varsity TBA @
TBA
TBD WrestlingVarsity TBA @
Wells Fargo Arena
6:30am7:30am Wrestlin
g Cheer Practice@ Wrestling
Room
3:30pm5:30pm HSGB@ HS Gym

TBD BasketballG/Varsity TBA @
TBA
TBD WrestlingVarsity TBA @ Wells
Fargo Arena
3:30pm5:30pm HSBB- @
HS Gym

TBD WrestlingVarsity TBA @
Wells Fargo Arena
8:00am12:00pm Norwal
k Superstars- @
HS Gym

28

29

27
TBD BasketballB/Varsity TBA @
TBA
3:30pm5:30pm HSGB@ HS Gym

3:30pmTBD Basketball5:30pm HSGB- @
B/Varsity TBA @
Elementary Gym
TBA
3:30pm5:30pm HSBB- @
HS Gym
7:00pm Variety
Show- @ Elementary
Gym

