
April,  2019 

From the Desk of Tom Wood, 
Superintendent 

Iowa Statewide Assessment of Student Progress 

Coming up in May students will be taking the Iowa Statewide 
Assessment of Student Progress (ISASP). This is the annual 
battery of tests that are used to measure our students’ 
performance against others in Iowa and across the country. 
Besides being a comparison tool, these tests also help our 
teachers adjust instruction, measure the implementation of the 
Iowa Core, identify student strengths, track growth, and 
respond to students’ academic needs. While this is an 
important group of tests, it is also good to remember that the 
assessments are only one part of a students’ achievement 
picture. What happens on one given test day does not 
necessarily give us a complete or accurate view of a student’s 
ability or aptitude.  

We would like your help during the testing process to give 
your child the best opportunity to succeed on these 
measurements. Below are a few things you can do to help your 
child do the best that he/she can on these tests. 

• Discuss the importance of the assessments and why a 
good effort should be put forth 

• Make sure your child has a good breakfast each day, 
especially during these testing times 

• Help your child get to bed at a time that will allow 
him/her to get a good night’s sleep 

• Reduce stress surrounding the tests; emphasize their 
importance while helping them see that it is just one 
test  

• Assure your child that trying hard is good enough; 
they can set individual goals, but giving each test 
his/her best effort is the most we can ask for 

If you have any questions about these assessments, please 
contact your child’s principal or guidance counselor. The 
testing will begin in mid May. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of MStM! 

 

From the Desk of Josh Moser,  
Secondary Principal 

 
“There is hope, even when your brain tells you there isn’t.” 

 
-John Green, Turtles All the Way Down 

 
If you have followed the news in recent weeks, you know that 
the statewide results of the 2018 Iowa Youth Survey were 
released in the early part of March. The most staggering 
statistic found in that report is that over the course of the last 
six (6) years, the number of Iowa teens who have considered 
suicide increased 50%. To break that down further, the report 
indicated that 21% (more than one in five) of respondents 
have thought about taking their own lives in the past twelve 
months. Moreover, 5% of respondents have attempted suicide 
while 1 in 10 have devised plans for committing suicide.* 
 
As a father and an educator, these statistics scare me beyond 
words. The challenges and pressures of being a pre-teen or 
teenager in 2019 are varied and complex to be sure. Some of 
these pressures come from outside sources (friends, 
classmates, teammates, and even family), and more than a few 
are self-induced pressures. These manifest in different ways: 
acting out, risky behavior, withdrawal and isolation, to name a 
few. The challenge for parents and educators alike comes in 
the form of helping our students cope with these challenges 
before they do manifest and become unmanageable. To do 
this, we have to be willing to do the following: 
 

• Listen, first and foremost, and be vigilant in reading 
between the lines 

• Ask those (possibly) uncomfortable questions to get 
to the heart of the matter 

• Make regular check-ins with those who need it 
• Know our limits in terms of what kind of help we can 

offer – not everyone is a trained mental health care 
provider or counselor 

 
I’ll close this brief column with this note to our students at 
MStM:  You are loved, you matter in this world, and you are 
not alone. We are here for you, to listen, to help, to support, to 
advocate, to acknowledge, to defend, and to care for you all. 
No situation is beyond hope, and there is always time to turn 
things around. 
 



If you or someone you know could use it, please call the 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 
 
1-(800)-273-8255 (TALK) 
 
*Source: “Number of Iowa teens who considered suicide 
climbs 50 percent in 6 years.” The Gazette, 5 March 2019. 
https://bit.ly/2FuJP8I 

 
 

From the Desk of Beth Happe, 
 Elementary Principal 

Conditions for Learning Survey 
 
Iowa introduced an annual student survey of school climate 
and culture, called Conditions for Learning, in 2018. The 
survey gives students an important voice in school 
improvement efforts and provides actionable information to 
schools for use in improving the learning environment. Results 
also represent one of the measures used to determine 
performance in Iowa’s new system for school accountability 
and support.   
 
One criticism of the former No Child Left Behind Act was that 
it was very focused on test scores. The Every Student 
Succeeds Act gave states and local school districts the 
opportunity to look at school performance more holistically. In 
Iowa, the Conditions for Learning measure is one way to do 
that. Research shows students thrive academically when they 
feel safe, actively engaged in their learning, and when they 
have positive relationships with adults and other students at 
school. 
 
Conditions for Learning represents a small part of the school 
accountability index. Scores should not make or break a 
school’s overall results; rather, they will help schools identify 
secondary contributors to poor academic results. The state 
provides resources to help schools understand and use their 
Conditions for Learning results and to find support in 
improving the learning environment for all students. 
 
The first Conditions for Learning survey was administered to 
students in grades 5 through 12 in spring 2018. This spring, 
two versions of the survey will be administered – one for 
students in grades 6 through 12, and a second survey that has 
been adapted to be age appropriate for students in grades 3 
through 5.  
 
The Conditions for Learning survey is valid and reliable, 
confidential, anonymous, and voluntary for students.  We will 
be administering the survey here at MStM in mid-April and 
will send further correspondence to parents of students in 

grades 3-12 prior to that time.  If you have questions, contact 
either building principal or the superintendent.   
 
 
 

From the Desk of Randy Folkerts,  
Secondary Counselor 

Happy Spring to everyone! Here are a couple of things you 
should be aware of: 

Sophomores and Parents/Guardians: The College Planning 
Night has been rescheduled for April 17th at 6:00 p.m. in the 
high school library.  

Juniors and Parents/Guardians: The Financial Planning Night 
has been rescheduled for April 17th at 7:00 p.m. in the high 
school library.  

-Seniors: By now you should have submitted your FAFSA 
(Free Application for Federal Student Aid).  If you haven’t, 
complete it as soon as possible. You should also check with 
your college(s) to determine if there are other financial aid 
applications required. Many colleges have priority deadlines 
as to when the FAFSA should be submitted.  

Juniors- Start talking to college reps and taking college visits. 
Sign-ups for reps coming to our school are in the guidance 
office. You can also start scheduling college visits to colleges 
you are interested in attending next year. Contact me for more 
information. Also, if you are planning on going to college next 
year AND have not taken the ACT’s or AccuPlacer and Aleks 
test, you might want to get that out of the way as soon as 
possible. The AccuPlacer and Aleks test is an entrance 
assessment for two year schools. See Mr. Folkerts to schedule 
your exam.   

The next ACT test date is June 8th. May 3rd is the regular 
registration postmark deadline. The late registration deadline 
is extended to May 20th for this test. You can register online at 
www.actstudent.org or pick up a registration packet in the 
guidance office. 

Students can start registering for Fall DMACC classes now.  
There is no guarantee that you can get into a certain class so 
the earlier you sign up, the better you are. IMPORTANT: 
DMACC’s policy states no students can sign-up for a college 
class after July 12th …no exceptions!  So if you want to take a 
DMACC class you need to register before the deadline. Please 
contact Mr. Folkerts if you have any questions.    

Let’s try to make the last quarter of the year our best and most 
enjoyable!!! 

 

https://bit.ly/2FuJP8I
https://bit.ly/2FuJP8I
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/


From the Desk of Ashley Sorter,  
Spanish 

 
My Spanish classes have been very busy this year.  We've 
been trying a lot of new things.   

7th grade is different this year.  We have changed 7th grade 
Spanish to hexes instead of a split-block with art for the whole 
semester.  In hex 5 we are learning about greetings, 
introductions and simple conversation.  We will also learn 
about clothing and colors.  I would like to teach them the 
animals if we have time! 

Spanish 1 just finished up a food unit and will be making 
menus as their assessment.  We will be learning to describe 
house and household items, indicate the order of things, and 
describe people and locations. 

Spanish 2 just finished up on a project researching the 
differences in national parks in Costa Rica and the United 
States.  They created a PowerPoint presentation for the 
project.  They are currently learning how to discuss travel 
preparations, talk about things you do at an airport, and ask 
how to get around town.  They will learn how to use the 
personal a, direct object pronouns, and indirect object 
pronouns. 

Spanish 3 recently made brochures about four places to visit in 
Mexico.  They are currently working on commands and food.  
We will hopefully be 
able to get into the 
kitchen and try a 
Spanish potato omelet.   

 

 

Spanish 4 just finished writing about a culture theme based on 
a book that they read for Spanish and Composition.  They 
wrote a three page paper about a topic that they chose and 
compared it with their own culture.  Now they are learning 
about commands and impersonal expressions.   

 

 

 

From the Desk of Madison Twaddell,  
PK-12 Art 

Welcome back to MStM Art Room!  

This school year has just flown by super-fast! MStM’s Art 
classrooms have all been working hard and staying creative 
with their projects we have been working on. When we got 
back from winter break, all of the elementary groups started 
some wintery mix projects with watercolor techniques, Polar 
Bear “Paw” Prints, some snowy penguins, Antarctic 
landscapes, and Snow globes! High school transitioned into 
second semester and we began new classes, along with 7th 
graders now joining the art room, who have been impressive 
with their creativity and energy! 

Over this past year the elementary kids have traveled to 
Europe, China, Africa, and Antarctica. But now that the winter 
has finally come to an end, our little artists are flying home for 
spring and starting their spring art projects. Preschool and 
kindergarten are working on colorful butterflies. 1st graders 
are working on their mono-printing skills with raindrop 
stamps, creating some spring rainstorms. 2nd graders will be 
working on creating some 3D Watercolor flowers to brighten 
the hallways and 3rd graders are making some colorful 
zentangle Garden beds. 4th grade is taking a different 
approach to this upcoming spring and focusing more on 
gigantic painted summer food they are looking forward to 
having. 5th graders are creating Van Gogh Sunflowers with a 
starry night movement themed background. And last but not 
least, 6th grade is working on some fruit and vegetable 
magazine collages. More photos to come in the next 
newsletter when these are completed. 

As for high school, we have been off to great starts with the 
Intro to Art, Pottery, and 2D Design classes. Diving right into 
our projects Intro and 2D Design classes have completed three 
projects, consisting of Elements/Principles of Art, drawing, 
and painting. 2D Design then parted ways to work on posters 
for the Music Man Concert the 5th and 6th graders were 
working on and are now completing their own self-portrait 
magazine collage. Intro to Art is also starting a big project 
which I will talk about in the next article, so stay tuned!! 
Pottery has been blowing through their projects with ease and 
mastery. They are required to demonstrate their skills in hand 
building their pieces, refining, and glazing a final product. 
And if I do say so myself, they have been excelling in their 
work so far. We are about to go into our Independent Study 
where they will have to explore different methods of hand 
building and glazing, which I am excited to see. 

Art Club has started working on a big project recently where 
we have been painting the hallways to brighten up the 
hallways! A few members that have been working really hard 
on these projects are Alisha Kauten (worked on Starry Night 



and Right Brain vs. Left Brain), Hallie Minella (worked on A 
Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte), Kate 
Puderbaugh (worked on Mona Lisa), Kylie Keller (Worked on 
Persistence of Memory, Creation of Adam, and finger-painted 
Rainy City next to Mrs. Gladson’s room), Caleb Eganhouse, 
Kaden Searl, and Aubrey Moser (Worked on Jackson Pollock 
Inspiration of Teal, Read, and White, many of the 
backgrounds of the hall art, and Kaden and Caleb with Mrs. 
Iverson’s Tree), Hailey Frost and Angelina Furness 
(Hokusai’s Wave), and Lucas Johnson for making his mark on 
almost every single one of the hallway paintings. We are far 
from completed, but have been enjoying Art Club Tuesday 
nights with jamming to music and just being creative. 

Spring break was a nice refresher, but it is so good to be back 
in the classroom and see the creativity “blooming”! Hope to 
write back next month to show the progress all these kiddos 
have been making. Until then! 

Stay Creative! 
 

From the Desk of Amy Kaven, 
Yearbook 

 
Gold Yearbook Sponsors 
 
Farmers & Merchants State Bank of St. Charles-Anna 
Montross Pharmacy of Winterset-Stefani 
B.B. & P. Feed & Grain of Winterset- Stefani 
Gib’s A & W Indianola-Shelby 
City State Bank of Norwalk/Martensdale-Lexie 
Wiegert Disposal of Martensdale-Lexie 
 
Silver Yearbook Sponsors 
 
Madison County Chamber of Commerce-Anna 
Village Bootery of Winterset-Anna 
 
 

From the Desk of Sara Gladson, 
FCCLA 

 
FCCLA would like to thank you all for coming out to the 
dinner we hosted on March 11th.  Because of your generosity, 
we were able to raise the money necessary for four members 
to attend State Leadership Conference and present their STAR 
Events.  State Leadership Conference will be held March 31st-
April 2nd.  Check the May newsletter for updates on how the 
girls did at State! 
 
Congratulations, once again, to Kailyn DiCesare, Sophia 
Gibson, Shelby McCasland and Cassie Rose for making it to 
State! 

 
 

We will be having an informational Kindergarten Round Up 
parent meeting on Thursday, April 25th at 6:30 p.m. in the HS 
Media Center.  Please join the kindergarten 
teachers, Terah Henson and Rana Webster as they share what 
MSTM Kindergarten has to offer! 

 
We will hold kindergarten round up on Friday, May 3rd from 
8:30-2:00 for all students entering kindergarten in the Fall of 
2019.  If your child does not already attend our PK program, 
or you know of a new family to our district, please contact the 
elementary office at 641-764-2621 so that we can update our 
list! 

 

 

 
From the Desks of Joe Franey and  

Jen Surdi, 6th Grade 
 

6th Grade Top 10 

1.   JA Biztown  -  13 
2.   Escape Room Activities  -  13 
3.   Gym in the Morning – 9 
4.   Reward Time – Indoor Snowball Fight/Extra Recess – 8 
5.   Being the Oldest in the Elementary - 6 
6.   Experiments  -  5 
7.   Ipevo Interactive Whiteboard – 4 
8.   Electronics - 4 
9.   Morning Message  -  2 
10. Oldest in Elementary  -  2 
 

Here’s why the kids say these are their favorite things about 
6th grade: 
 
I liked the Irevo Whiteboard because it can be used for work 
and games.  - Jillian 
 
One of my favorite things about 6th grade was that we are the 
oldest kids in elementary and almost everyone cherished us 
and acted like we were amazing.  -Alyvia 
 
One of my favorite things about 6th grade is how we get to go 
in the gym in the morning instead of sitting in the halls. I like 
this because we don’t have to sit in the hall and get to play in 
the gym. - Portia 
 
My favorite thing about 6th grade is because we are the oldest 
in elementary. - Taryn 
 

tel:(641)%20764-2621
tel:(641)%20764-2621


I like 6th grade because of the fun things we have done this 
year, especially the indoor snowball fight. -Thomas 
 
My favorite thing about 6th grade was being the oldest grade. 
This is my favorite thing because it’s nice to know that 
someone looks up to me. - Elley 
 
I like being in 6th grade because the little kids look up to us. - 
Teegan 
 
I like 6th grade because all the other kids look up to us for 
being the older kids. - Elijah 
 
I like free time because we don’t have to learn.  - Gera 
 
One of my favorite things about 6th grade was when we got 
our Ipevo whiteboard.  -Faith 
 
One of my favorite things of 6th grade was that we get to go to 
the gym in the morning and play kickball.   -Autumn 
 
One of the things I likes about 6th grade is going to the gym in 
the mornings.  -Kaden 
  
One of my favorite things about 6th grade is being the oldest 
in the elementary, because the younger kids look up to us.  - 
Brooke 
 
I like the reward time because it’s like getting an extra recess.  
- Taylon 
 
My favorite thing in 6th grade was doing the experiments, 
because they teach us a lesson and you have fun doing them.  - 
Nathan 
 
My favorite thing about 6th grade is JA Biztown! I like it 
because we get to act like adults. - Ava 
 
I like JA Biztown, It is really fun and interesting.  - Hunter 
 
I really like JA Biztown in 6th grade because you get to learn 
to be a grown up, you get to write checks, get a job, and lots 
more! - Gabe 
 
The reason I picked JA Biztown is because it prepares you for 
your future. - Tanner 
 
I loved doing the escape rooms because they are a real 
challenge to most people.  - Wesley 
 
I really liked the escape rooms. I liked doing puzzles that get 
my brain to think harder and these are really helping me do 
that.  - Sean 
 

I like the escape rooms because it makes Reading more fun.  - 
Jason 
 
I liked the escape rooms because after we got candy.  -  
Harrison 
 
I like JA Biztown because it teaches us how to work and live 
in life.  - Cameron 
 
I love it when it was the week before Spring Break because 
there would be escape rooms and they have to do with 
reading, but they are really fun.  Ellie 
 
I really liked doing the escape rooms on the computer, because 
we were still learning but having fun with it.  - Aunie 
 
I really liked JA Biztown in 6th grade because we get to act 
like grown ups.  - Sydney 
 
I really liked JA Biztown, because it taught us stuff that will 
carry on for the rest of our lives.  -Emily 
 
I really liked the escape rooms in 6th grade because my team 
dominated. – Maryann 

 
 
Attention Parents of Incoming 7th and 12th Grade Students! 

I wanted to send out a reminder that, as of last year, there are a 
few vaccinations that are required for junior high and high 
school students that need to be done prior to them attending 
school.   These immunizations are MANDATORY for 
students, we cannot allow grace periods for them.   

Students entering the 7th grade and born after September 
15, 2004, will need to have the following : 

One dose of meningococcal vaccine given after age ten and 
before entering the seventh grade. 

A Tdap booster prior to entering the seventh grade.   

Students entering the 12th grade that are born after 
September 15, 2004, will be required to have the following: 

Two doses of meningococcal vaccine (1 dose received on or 
after the age of 16); or 1 dose if received when the student was 
16 years of age or older.    

Meningitis is a very serious illness that can infect the blood, 
brain and spinal cord.   It is spread by bacteria through upper 
respiratory droplet, such as saliva.  About 10-15% of people 
who get meningococcal disease die even if given correct 
treatments.   Up to 20% may suffer serious after effects such 
as hearing loss or brain damage.    



Meningococcal vaccines are very safe and effective at 
preventing the meningococcal disease.  It is about 85-100 
percent effective at preventing the infection.   

The Tdap booster helps to prevent the occurrence of 
diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis.  

If you have questions regarding your child’s immunizations I 
would be happy to help assist you.  Give me a call at 641-763-
2621 or email me at school, alene_kirvin@mstm.us.    

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING FEBRUARY 11, 2019 

 
The Board of Directors of the Martensdale-St. Marys Community School District met in regular session, pursuant to law on February 
11, 2019. 
 
Members Present: President, Nicole Bunch; Vice President, Dean Furness; Ralph DiCesare, and Jennifer Parrott together with 
Superintendent, Tom Wood; and Business Manager, Jill Gavin.   
 
Members Absent: Dawn Reeves 
 
I. Welcome – Board President 
Mrs. Bunch called meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and welcomed all guests.    

 
II. Consent Items 
 A.  Approval of Minutes – Board President 
 B.  Approval of Agenda – Board President 
 C.  Approval of Bills and Secretary’s Report – Board President 
 D.  Approval of Hot Lunch and Activity Reports – Board President 
Mr. Furness motioned to approve the consent items, seconded by Mr. DiCesare.  Roll call:  4 ayes.  
 

III. Celebrations 
Mr. Wood congratulated the girls’ and boys’ basketball teams for a successful season and to wish them the best going into play offs.  
Congratulations to our MStM wrestlers for a great season and for our three wrestlers, Josh Tibbits, Cole Cassady and Cael Cassady, 
heading to the State Tournament.  Good luck to them! 
 
Mr. Wood shared Mr. Moser’s celebrations.   
FCCLA – Kailyn DiCesare, Sophia Gibson, Shelby McCasland, Cassie Rose advanced to the State Competition with their STAR 
events. 
FFA – Sub-District Competition this past weekend – Shelby McCasland and Baize Gibson advanced to District competition. 
 
IV. Public Comments - None 
 
V. Old Business 
 
 A.  Reports          

1)  MStM Music Booster Minutes –  
2)  MStM Athletic Booster Minutes – minutes from January 9, 2019 
3)  MStM PTO Minutes –  
 
 
 
 



B. Presentations 
1) Facilities Report       Mr. Christensen 

Mr. Christensen provided quotes for the remodeling of the JH shower rooms.  He plans on receiving the 2nd quote later in the week.  
He received one bid for the renovations of the softball field that included core out the infield skin to a depth of 4”, laser grade the 
affected area to ensure proper drainage, cut and define the radius to display sharp lines, install line in affected areas.  There will not be 
a warning track added.  It is the same company that worked on the baseball field.  A new water bottle fill station has been installed on 
the north side of the gym.  He has requested bids for new carpet in the library and administration offices.  He will be working on 
getting a quote for redoing the floors in the locker rooms at the stadium.  He will be revamping the softball entrance by adding steps 
that lead to the left field seating area and redoing that stretch of fence.  The district is still waiting for the new bus to arrive.   
 

2) Principal’s Report                                               Ms. Happe 
Mr. Wood provided Ms. Happe’s report.  There is still the ongoing conversation regarding preschool and kindergarten structure.  
There have always been spots for those students that are 5-year-olds but enrolling in 4-year-old preschool.  This year we have 11 5-
year-olds in the 4-year-old program.  The struggle has been talking about transitional preschool.  The district has not had the numbers 
to justify adding another section or creating a transitional program for 5-year-olds.  Moving forward the district will be encouraging 
the 5-year-olds to attend Kindergarten instead of preschool with only extreme exceptions being made to allow them to go to the 4-
year-old program.  Ms. Happe did a class size comparison with the POI District and other neighboring districts and found we are right 
in line with those schools for K-6 class size.  The most cost effective solution to this problem is having 5-year-olds attend 
Kindergarten.  Mr. DiCesare commented that it is important to push a 3-year-old program so they will follow the steps of attending the 
4-year-old program and then Kindergarten.  We need to be careful that our expectations are not too high for incoming Kindergarten 
students.   
 

3) Principal’s Report       Mr. Moser 
Mr. Wood provided Mr. Moser’s report.  Graduation Requirements Study Group Work consists of Mrs. Butcher, Mr. Folkerts, Mrs. 
Gladson, Mrs. Iverson, and Mr. Newbury.  Work involved includes examining current requirements at the local level, pathway for 
Core Diploma and development of a Senior Capstone experience.  Financial Literacy requirement was passed into law that all students 
in the class of 2020 needs to meet the Financial Literacy requirement; current bill is in the House and Senate to make requirements 
effective for Class of 2023 instead so it can be appropriately phased in.  Mr. Moser is intending to bring Study Group 
recommendations to the Board for the May meeting. 
   
Capstone Experience Proposal is still working out details of this part of the Graduation Requirements as discussed above. 
This would require students to participate in a semester-long Workplace Experience, Internship, Pre-Apprenticeship, or a supervised, 
on-site project in the discipline of the student’s choosing.  Students would work with their Advisors to accomplish job shadows, post-
secondary planning, and, depending on the field and nature of the work, executes the Capstone Experience under their supervision.  
More to come on this as it is further developed 
 
Open Positions Update includes: 
7-12 English Language Arts: 12 applicants 
7-12 Mathematics: 12 applicants 
Head Varsity Volleyball: 0 applicants 
Screening of the candidates is under way with plans to begin interviewing the week of the 18th. 
 
Update on GoGuardian Implementation will have a detailed report presented at the next meeting. On the surface it has helped increase 
appropriate and productive use of school-issued Chromebooks during school hours.  Please direct any questions or concerns to Mr. 
Moser. 
 

4) Superintendent’s Report       Supt. Wood 
Mr. Wood reviewed the 2018-2019 school cancellations and make-up days.   As of February 5: 4 days cancelled, 2 early dismissals, 
and 2 late starts. A total of 34.2 hours have been lost, dropping our scheduled hours remaining below the required 1,080 (1,780.8).  
Teachers have four contract days to make up.  Last scheduled day is May 24. 
 
Mr. Wood’s recommendation is to extend school until May 29, have full days on Tuesday, May 28 and Wednesday, May 29. Teacher 
professional development/work days on May 30 and May 31 with one teacher day remaining to be made up with logged time on their 
own or a work day the following week.  



 
Adding the two days will give us 12.8 hours back, allowing some wiggle room should we have any other weather events this winter.  
We really do not want to go into June.  The board recommendation was to have the last day for students be May 30th as a full day and 
May 31st as a professional development day for teachers.  This would allow room for additional snow days and to keep everyone out 
of June. Mr. Wood said he would communicate these plans to staff and parents this week. Additional missed hours could change these 
plans. 
 
Mr. Wood recommended the following personnel changes for 2019-2020.   Max Seeman will move to a full-time activities director in 
a salaried position.   We will add a .5 special education teacher/.5 physical education teacher at the elementary.  1.0 math teacher at 
the secondary will be replaced.  1.0 English teacher at the secondary will be replaced.  Internal changes to the PE department, 
Business department, and TAG will also occur. 
 
VI. New Business 

 
A. Receive Negotiation Proposal from MStM Education Association   Supt. Wood 

Mrs. Noga presented the 1st proposal from the MStM Education Association for the 2019-2020 school year with a total of 4.5% total 
package increase.   
 

B. Discuss/Approve 2nd Reading Policy Series 900     Supt. Wood 
Mr. Furness motioned to approve the Series 900 board policies, seconded by Mr. DiCesare.  Roll call:  4 ayes. 
 

C. Discuss/Approve 2019-2020 Calendar      Supt. Wood 
Mr. Furness motioned to approve the 2019-2020 school calendar, seconded by Ms. Parrott.  Roll call:  4 ayes. 
 

D. Discuss/Approve Make-Up Days/Remaining 2018-2019 Calendar   Supt. Wood 
The board discussed to have the last day for students be May 30th as a full day and May 31st as a professional development day for 
teachers.  Subject to change. 
 

E. Discuss/Approve Softball Field Renovations     Supt. Wood 
Mr. DiCesare motioned to approve the recommended softball field renovations to be paid out of FY19 PPEL, seconded by Ms. Parrott.  
Roll call:  4 ayes.   
 

F. Discuss/Approve JH Locker Room Remodel     Supt. Wood 
Mr. DiCesare motioned to approve the JH locker room remodel quote to paid out of FY19 Capital Projects, seconded by Ms. Parrott.  
Roll call:  4 ayes.   
 

G. Discuss/Approve Personnel Resignations      Supt. Wood 
There were no personnel resignations.  

 
H. Discuss/Approve Personnel Recommendations                    Supt. Wood 

Mr. Furness motioned to approve the full time Activities Director position for Max Seeman for the 2019-2020 school year, seconded 
by Ms. Parrott.  Roll call:  4 ayes. 
 

I. Confirm – Next Meeting Dates       Supt. Wood 
The Board confirmed the next board meeting will be held on March 11, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. 

 
VII. Adjournment  
Mr. Furness motioned to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Parrott.  Roll call:  4 ayes.  Time: p.m. 5:05 p.m. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dairyland Donkey Basketball 
April 6, 2019 

6:30 p.m. 
MStM High School Gym 

Tickets are $7 in Advance / $10 at the door 
 

Watch your Friends Ride Real, Live Donkeys! 
Bring the Whole Family! 

Wilder than a Rodeo, Funnier than a Circus! 
 

FREE DONKEY RIDES! 
Child must be age 12 or younger 

Rides and picture taking is available  
but only when the child is accompanied by a paying adult. 

 
Craziest Show on Earth!! 

 
This fun-filled show is sponsored by the MStM Post Prom Committee. 

All of the proceeds will be for the benefit of the 2019 Post Prom, April 27-28. 
 

Advance tickets can be purchased from members of the Post Prom Committee  
and online at www.mstm.us/Blue Devil Webstore/Post Prom 

 

 
 
 

http://www.mstm.us/Blue
http://www.mstm.us/Blue


 

 
The Martensdale-St. Marys District Newsletter is 
published by the last day of the preceding month. 

The newsletter is available for pickup in the 
Superintendent’s office, Post Office and the Jiffy station, all 

are located in Martensdale. 

You may also view it on the http://www.MStM.us website. 
Questions or concerns may be addressed to: 

Mrs. DePauw 
Martensdale-St.Marys 

Elementary Office 
390 Burlington Ave. 

Martensdale, Iowa  50160 
or by email 

brenda_depauw@MStM.us 
Office:  641-764-2470 

Fax:  641-764-2100 

 

It is the policy of the Martensdale-St. Marys Community 
School District not to illegally discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, gender, disability, religion, 
creed, age (for employment), marital status (for programs), 
sexual orientation, gender identity, and socioeconomic 
status (for programs) in its educational programs and its 
employment practices. 

There is a grievance procedure for processing complaints of 
discrimination.  If you have questions or a grievance 
related to this policy, please contact the district’s Equity 
Coordinator. 

MStM’s Equity Coordinator is Josh Moser, secondary 
principal.  His address is MStM Community School, 390 
Burlington, Martensdale, Iowa 50160.  His phone number is 
641-764-2686 and his email address is: 
josh_moser@MStM.us 

http://www.mstm.us/
http://www.mstm.us/
mailto:brenda_depauw@mstm.us
mailto:brenda_depauw@mstm.us
mailto:josh_moser@mstm.us
mailto:josh_moser@mstm.us


 



 

 

Martensdale-St Marys     
 
  April, 2019   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

1 
FCCLA State 
Leadership 
Conference  
4:30pm Track-
G/Varsity Nodaway 
Valley vs. Multiple 
Schools @ Nodaway 
Valley High School 

2 
FCCLA State Leadership 
Conference  
6:00pm Celebration of 
Music @ HS Gym 

3 4 
5th & 6th Honor choir @ 
Indianola  
4:00pm Golf-
G/Varsity Mount Ayr @ 
Mount Ayr  
4:00pm Golf-
B/Varsity Mount Ayr @ 
Mount Ayr  
4:30pm Track-G/Varsity @ 
Interstate 35 High School  
4:45pm Track-
B/Varsity Clarke vs. Multiple 
Schools @ Clarke High 
School 

5 
7:00pm NHS 
Talent Show @ 
Elementary Gym 

6 
7:00am-
4:00pm IHSMA 
Solo/Ensemble 
@ Martensdale-
St Marys Jr Sr 
High School  
6:30pm-
8:30pm Post 
Prom Donkey 
Basketball 

7 8 
4:00pm Golf-
G/Varsity Mount 
Ayr @ Mount Ayr  
4:00pm Golf-
B/Varsity Mount 
Ayr @ Mount Ayr  
4:00pm School Board 
Meeting @ Central 
Office  
4:30pm Track-
G/Varsity Creston 
Community vs. 
Multiple Schools @ 
Creston High School  
7:00pm Athletic 
Booster Club 
Meeting @ Media 
Center 

9 
4:00pm Golf-
G/Varsity Pleasantville 
@ Shady Oaks Golf 
Course  
4:00pm Golf-
B/Varsity Pleasantville @ 
Pleasantville Golf Course  
4:30pm Track-
B/Varsity Chariton vs. 
Multiple Schools @ 
Chariton High School  
5:30pm PTO Meeting @ 
JH-HS Media Center  
6:00pm K-1 Elementary 
Concert @ HS Gym 

10 
No School  
7:00pm Athletic Booster 
Club Meeting @ Media 
Center 

11 
4:00pm Golf-G/Varsity Mount 
Ayr @ Mount Ayr  
4:00pm Golf-B/Varsity Mount 
Ayr @ Mount Ayr  
4:30pm Track-G/JH Earlham @ 
Earlham High School  
4:30pm Track-B/JH Earlham @ 
Earlham High School  
4:30pm Track-G/Varsity Ogden 
vs. Multiple Schools @ Ogden 
High School  
4:45pm Track-B/Varsity Clarke 
vs. Multiple Schools @ Clarke 
High School  
6:30pm-8:00pm FFA Alumni 
Meeting @ Media Center 

12 13 
7:00pm Drama 
Spring 
Performance @ 
Elementary 
Gym 

14 
FFA 
Contest  
Iowa FFA 
Leadership 
Conferenc
e 

15 
Iowa FFA Leadership 
Conference  
4:00pm Golf-
G/Varsity Nodaway 
Valley @ Nodaway 
Valley  
4:00pm Golf-
B/Varsity Nodaway 
Valley @ Nodaway 
Valley  
4:30pm Track-
B/Varsity Van Meter 
vs. Multiple 
Schools @ Van Meter 
Junior-Senior High 
School  
4:45pm Track-
G/Varsity Bondurant-
Farrar@ Bondurant-
Farrar High School 

16 
Iowa FFA Leadership 
Conference  
4:00pm Golf-
G/Varsity East Union @ 
East Union  
4:00pm Golf-
B/Varsity Mount Ayr @ 
Mount Ayr  
4:30pm Track-B/Varsity @ 
Interstate 35 High School  
4:30pm Track-B/JH Van 
Meter vs. Multiple 
Schools @ Van Meter 
Junior-Senior High School  
4:30pm Track-G/JH Van 
Meter vs. Multiple 
Schools @ Van Meter 
Junior-Senior High School 

17 
6:00pm-
7:00pm College Planning 
Night @ JH-HS Media 
Center  
7:00pm-
8:00pm Financial Aid 
Night @ JH-HS Media 
Center 

18 
4:00pm Golf-
B/Varsity Southeast 
Warren @ Shady Oaks Golf 
Course  
4:30pm Track-
G/Varsity Winterset vs. 
Multiple Schools @ Van 
Meter Junior-Senior High 
School  
4:30pm Track-
B/Varsity Martensdale-St 
Marys vs. Multiple 
Schools @ Martensdale-
St. Marys Jr Sr High 
School, Blue Devil 
Stadium 

19 
1:00 Dismissal 

20 

21 22 
4:15pm Track-
G/JH Martensdale-St 
Marys vs. Multiple 
Schools @ 
Martensdale-St. 
Marys Jr Sr High 
School, Blue Devil 
Stadium  
4:15pm Track-
B/JH Martensdale-St 
Marys vs. Multiple 
Schools @ 
Martensdale-St. 
Marys Jr Sr High 
School, Blue Devil 
Stadium 

23 
4:30pm Track-
G/Varsity Chariton vs. 
Multiple Schools @ 
Chariton High School  
5:00pm JH Solo & 
Ensemble Contest @ HS 
Gym 

24 
7:00pm Baccalaureate @ 
HS Gym 

25 
4:30pm Track-
B/Varsity Van Meter vs. 
Multiple Schools @ Van 
Meter Junior-Senior High 
School  
4:30pm Track-
G/Varsity Van Meter vs. 
Multiple Schools @ Van 
Meter Junior-Senior High 
School  
6:30pm-
8:00pm Kindergarten 
Roundup Parent Meeting @ 
JH-HS Media Center 

26 
11:00am Golf-
B/Varsity Central 
Decatur @ Central 
Decatur High 
School  
11:00am Golf-
G/Varsity Central 
Decatur @ Central 
Decatur High 
School  
4:15pm Track-
G/JH Central 
Decatur @ Central 
Decatur High 
School  
4:15pm Track-
B/JH Central 
Decatur vs. 
Multiple 
Schools @ Central 
Decatur High 
School 

27 
6:00pm-
6:30pm Grand 
March @ St. 
Thomas 
Aquinas 
Pastoral 
Center  
6:30pm-
11:00pm JR/S
R Prom @ St. 
Thomas 
Aquinas 
Pastoral Center 



 

4/1                           Day 5A 4/2                           Day 6B 4/3                         Day 1A 4/4                          Day 2B 4/5                          Day 3A
Cereal or Toast Egg Omelet/Toast Pancakes/Sausage Pancake on a Stick/Sausage Breakfast Pizza
Milk & Juice Milk & Juice Milk & Juice Milk & Juice Milk & Juice

Goulash Shredded Beef w/g Bun Breaded Pork Pattie Orange Chicken Mac & Cheese
Green Beans Baked Beans Mashed Potatoes Broccoli Normandy Peas
Lettuce/Pineapple Coleslaw Carrots/Pears Vegetable/Peaches Broccoli/Mixed Fruit
Bread HS Applesauce Bread Rice Bread HS
Milk Milk Milk Milk Milk  
4/8                           Day 4B 4/9                         Day 5A 4/10                       4/11                       Day 6B 4/12                       Day 1A
Cereal or Toast Egg/Cheese Biscuit Cinnabun Breakfast Pizza
Milk & Juice Milk & Juice Milk & Juice Milk & Juice

Chicken Alfredo Walking Taco Meatball Sub w/g Bun Cheese Pizza
Broccoli/Carrots Meat/Cheese Sauce Lettuce Green Beans
Pears Lettuce/Salsa Corn Carrots
Bread HS Applesauce Pineapple Peaches
Milk Milk Milk  Milk  
4/15                         Day 2B 4/16                       Day 3A 4/17                       Day 4B 4/18                         Day 5A 4/19                        Day 6B
Cereal or Toast Sausage/Cheese/Biscuit French Toast/Sausage Chocolate Donut Breakfast Pizza
Milk & Juice Milk & Juice Milk & Juice Milk & Juice Milk & Juice

Chicken Pattie w/g Bun Cheese Burger w/g Bun Turkey Gravy Soft Shell Chicken Fajita Fish Sticks
Corn French Fries Mashed Potatoes Broccoli Coleslaw
Carrots Green Beans Green Bean Casserole Lettuce/Salsa Baked Beans
Mixed Fruit Applesauce Strawberries/Bread Pineapple Pears/Bread
Milk Milk Milk  Milk  
4/22                         Day 1A 4/23                       Day 2B 4/24                       Day 3A 4/25                       Day 4B 4/26                        Day 5A
Cereal or Toast Egg/Cheese/Biscuit Pancake/Sausage Sausage Gravy/Biscuit Breakfast Pizza
Milk & Juice Milk & Juice Milk & Juice Milk & Juice Milk & Juice

Hot Ham & Cheese w/g Bun Pizza Crispito Meat w/g Bun Shredded Pork BBQ
Green Beans Carrots Cheese Sauce Carrots Baked Beans
Broccoli Normandy Vegetable Lettuce/Salsa Broccoli French Fries
Mixed Fruit Pears Pineapple/Rice Applesauce Peaches
Milk Milk Milk Milk Milk
4/29                         Day 6B 4/30                        Day 1A
Cereal or Toast Egg Omelet/Toast
Milk & Juice Milk & Juice

Pasta Red Sauce Popcorn Chicken
Lettuce Baked Beans
Broccoli/Peaches Green Beans
Bread Applesauce
Milk Milk

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
"This institution is an equal opportunity provider"                                                                                                                                                   

A complete "Non-Discrimination Statement" may be found at www.mstm.us  under the lunch tab.
    

**** THIS MENU IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE ****

In addition to the 
breakfast items listed, 
yogurt, breakfast bars 

and fresh fruit are 
offered daily!! 

Grades 4-12 
have a fruit 

and vegetable
bar available

to them.



 



 

 

Check Please 
Senior Showcase 

A One-act play by Johnathan Rand 

 

Saturday April 13 @ 7:00 PM  

 

Admission $3 - no activity passes 

Free will donation Dessert Reception  to follow 
 


