February, 2019
From the Desk of Tom Wood,
Superintendent
Parent-School Partnership
Second semester is off to a snowy and cold start, and I
appreciate your understanding and patience with the school
and activity changes. Please know that we do everything we
can to keep kids safe and provide the best possible learning
environment. The trust you place in our teachers and staff is
great, and we take that responsibility very seriously. Our
District mission is to provide as safe and progressive learning
environment to enhance student growth. Simply put, it is our
responsibility to ensure the social, emotional, and physical
safety of all students, while leading them to learning
opportunities that will help them grow as students and young
adults. We are fully committed to seeing this vision through,
and we need your help to do so.
As we move through the remainder of the year please ask
questions as they arise with your child’s teacher(s). Let us
know relevant information that can help us provide for your
child’s needs. Academic growth is only one part of a student’s
development through school, and we have resources to address
those needs as well as many others. Communication between
home and school is important to ensure continued success.
Please do not hesitate to call, email, or visit with those who
work with your child; you do not have to wait for conference
time to meet or talk with staff.
To enhance safety for students and staff, we continue to use
the Raptor Visitor Management System. Raptor is a webbased software application that provides an effective, efficient
method for tracking visitors and managing access to the
school. Raptor replaces paper-based visitor logs, allowing us
to produce visitor badges, monitor volunteer hours, and to
electronically check all visitors against public databases. We
welcome visitors to school. Our goal for these safeguards is to
keep our learning environment and school community as
secure and distraction-free as possible.
Our success as a school depends on the relationships between
students, teachers, and parents. We are all on the same team
when it comes to the success and education of students. I
encourage you to increase your involvement with your child’s
education. Studies show that parents who are more involved

with student learning have higher achieving children. If you
are not sure how to get involved just ask one of your child’s
teachers. Should you still be struggling to make something
work then reach out to the principal. There are always ways to
be involved.
While it may not be possible to volunteer at school or find
time to be here with a busy schedule, there are plenty of other
ways to stay connected to your child’s learning:








Review homework and class projects with your child.
Keep a set time each night to complete this.
Encourage routines and habits that will help your
child manage his/her time.
Communicate often with teachers; do not be afraid to
share information, ask questions, or help your child
advocate for his/her education.
Encourage and reassure your child that if something
is difficult then help is available. Reach out to school
staff if your child is struggling in any way.
Make sure your child has the resources needed to be
successful. If this is a difficult task, then check with
school personnel-they are here to help.

A true partnership between school and home is the key to a
successful education and a successful school district. We rely
and value your feedback. Please let us know if you have any
concerns, questions, or ideas that you believe can benefit the
students and families in our District.
As always, thank you for your continued support. You make
MStM a wonderful place!

From the Desk of Josh Moser,
Secondary Principal
“To find out what one is fitted to do, and to secure an
opportunity to do so, is the key to happiness”
- John Dewey

Building and executing a master schedule for a system like
Martensdale-St. Marys is complicated, yet one of the greatest
benefits to the way schedules are created allows for flexibility,

a variety of course offerings, and a responsive model of
building future schedules. Our junior high schedule has
undergone the most revision this school year. New courses
were added to the junior high offerings at semester to account
for strengths in the student body as well as areas of need in
terms of skill and placement. These classes include Debate,
Current Events, Study Skills, and Technology Literacy. Most
students also have a half block each day as a study hall to
ensure they have time and access to teachers in order to
complete assignments.

community colleges.” At MStM, we are in a sharing
agreement with DMACC, so students who participate
in the concurrent enrollment option will have credits
awarded through both MStM and DMACC. In other
words, students can complete online coursework
created and delivered by DMACC instructors and, in
turn, are eligible to earn both high school and college
credits.


DMACC Southridge Career Academy – In another
iteration of our sharing agreement with DMACC,
students in grades 11 & 12 can participate in
programming through the DMACC Career Academy,
located in the Southridge Mall complex on the south
side of Des Moines. We have been sending students
to the Career Academy for several years now, and
our participation increases each year. Students can
select from several fields of study, ranging from Auto
Body Repair and Welding to Criminal Justice and
Health Occupations. Classes meet from 7:40AM-9:40
a.m. or 12:40 p.m.-2:40 p.m., depending on the
program. Students are responsible for their own
transportation to and from Southridge.



Iowa Learning Online (ILO) – One other option for
students to gain access to classes not otherwise
offered on site is Iowa Learning Online. ILO pairs
students with certified and properly endorsed Iowa
teachers to complete courses online. The most
common use of ILO has been for students to
complete coursework in foreign languages not
offered on-site (i.e. German, Chinese, French, etc.).
There are a number of other classes available for
students as well.

In looking to the year ahead, students in grades 8-11 will be
taking an online survey to help determine what elective
courses will be offered. The survey is designed to elicit
feedback for teachers about not only course preferences but
also suggestions for courses not on the survey based on future
plans. This process ensures instructional time is maximized by
offering only those classes in which students express interest
and are aligned to their intended path for their post-secondary
plans, as well as capitalizing on the strengths and
endorsements of our teaching staff.
Martensdale-St. Marys also partners with a variety of outside
agencies and organizations to ensure our students have access
to as many diverse, high-quality learning experiences as
possible. As you and/or your student begin developing
schedules for next year, please keep the following additional
opportunities in mind:




Central Campus – In partnership with the Des
Moines Independent School District, students from
MStM can attend classes at Central Campus, which
has two locations. They offer several different
courses including photography, marine biology, and
aviation, to only name a few. Although these are
great opportunities for our students with diverse
interests, they have historically been underutilized
due to the complexity of melding two very different
master schedules together. That being said, we strive
to be flexible and understanding of student interest
and need when developing individual students’
schedules.
Concurrent Enrollment Courses - Due to recent
changes in Iowa Code, concurrent enrollment courses
are now available to all students in grades 9-12
(previously, Iowa Code allowed 9th and 10th grade
students to take these courses only if they were
receiving TAG services). The concurrent enrollment
program, also known as district-to-community
college sharing, “promotes rigorous academic or
career and technical pursuits by providing
opportunities for high school students to enroll parttime in eligible nonsectarian courses at or through

Graduation Requirements
Throughout this school year, a group of teachers has been
engaged in a study group to examine the requirements for
graduation from MStM. One change that will go into effect
starting next school year (2019-2020), all students must
complete coursework in financial literacy. This was put into
law during the last legislative session, under Senate File 2415.
This will include the Class of 2020. We are working to ensure
all students have access to coursework that meet this
requirement and fits within their schedules with minimal
impact on their otherwise determined courses of study. More
information on this requirement can be accessed through
https://educateiowa.gov/financial-literacy.
Among the many other topics of discussion with this study
group is the inclusion of what many schools may refer to as a
Capstone. This is still in the early stages of discussion and
exploration, but there are several benefits to implementing this

practice. In short, during their junior and/or senior year(s)
(depending on the intended path of study), students will
participate in a semester-long project, workplace experience,
internship, apprenticeship, or other form of extended,
authentic learning in the field of their interest. Working with
their Advisor (who is assigned based on their endorsements
and background), students plan their coursework at MStM as
well as design and execute an extended learning experience to
be done toward the end of their time at MStM. It’s capitalizing
on the existing success of the School-to-Work program
currently in place and allowing all students to pursue the kinds
of learning experiences commonly found in college. More
information about this will be presented when there is a
completed draft of the program to share; feedback on it will be
greatly appreciated!

From the Desk of Beth Happe,
Elementary Principal
I recently read a newsletter article written by an elementary
principal and wanted to share a short portion of it with you.
A – B – C s of Student Success
A is for Attendance. Attendance is a critical factor in any
child’s school success. Children should attend school every
day, except in cases of illness or emergency. It is impossible
to replace the learning that happens on any school day with
make-up work. Regular attendance and promptness are good
habits that are expected and appreciated at all levels of
schooling and in the workplace. Make school a priority in
your household and commit to excellence in attendance. Your
child’s future depends on it.
B is for Bedtime. Awwww, Mom! Already? Sound familiar?
On average, children need 8 to 10 hours of sleep each night.
Sleep is important for many reasons. Lack of sleep can cause
kids to be hypersensitive, impatient, or cranky. It is more
difficult for kids to concentrate and learn when they are tired.
Encouraging quiet activities, such as reading, just prior to
bedtime offers a transition that helps children relax. Screen
time should shut down at least an hour before bedtime,
according to much of the latest research.
C is for Choices. According to Jim Fay, author of Becoming
a Love and Logic Parent, giving children choices is more
effective than making demands. He suggests…
●
●

Never give choices if it might cause problems for you
or anyone else.
Give only two options for each choice…both equally
okay with you. For example, Would you like peas or
carrots? or Do you want to do homework now or in
15 minutes?

●

If the child doesn’t decide within 10 seconds, make
the choice for him or her.

For our MStM students, being in attendance and well-rested is
a definite win for them. Additionally, giving kids the
opportunity to make decisions at home that are win-win for
you and your child helps him/her with self-regulation here at
school. Thanks for your support from home!
A few reminders –
Please include the elementary office, when you are informing
your child’s teacher of an illness at home. We appreciate the
information, particularly if it is something to be watching for
when other students pay a visit to the nurse’s office, not
feeling well.
Make sure your children have winter gear for outside recess!
(Once the temps are warm enough to be outside, we want the
students to have what they need! They love getting the fresh
air.)
February 6th will be a 1:00 dismissal day for teacher
professional development.
Stay safe and warm….spring will be here before we know it!

From the Desk of Randy Folkerts,
Secondary Counselor
Do you have a plan for life after high school? Do you know
what your options are? Do you have questions about career
and college planning or how to finance a college education?
You and your students are invited to the following FREE
presentations.
Current 10th grade parents and students
Wednesday, February 20th
Career & College Planning Night at 6:00 p.m. in the school
media center
Current 11th grade parents and students
Wednesday, February 20th
Understanding Financial Aid at 7:00 p.m. in the school
media center
If you have any questions about these presentations, feel free
to ask the guidance office.
As a student, you hear a lot of advice about what it takes to be
successful.










Get involved in different activities.
Plan for the future.
Achieve high grades.
Challenge yourself with harder classes.
Be responsible.
Study hard.
Go out and have some fun.
Earn some money.

high school

So how do you manage those all at the same time? The key is
balance. Think of ways to work some of these ideas in with
others. For example:






To balance classes, take some courses that you know
you can get high grades in, a couple of harder classes
that will challenge you, and one or two electives that
let you explore new options each year.
To balance activities, get involved in different
organizations that let you have some fun and give
you opportunities to be a leader and work as a team.
To balance the present with the future, take a parttime job that helps you earn money for the future,
shows that you're responsible and gives you
experience you can use later.




If you're not
so sure of
your plans
after high
school





Success in high school leads to success later in life, whether
you choose to continue your education or pursue a career. Find
the balance that works for you to start achieving success now.
Recommended Courses
Which is better: Taking a class you know you'll get a high
grade in or choosing one that will challenge you but won't
guarantee you an A?
Good grades look great on a college or job application, but a
4.0 GPA isn't everything. Colleges look at the courses you
take as well as the grades you earn. They prefer students who
don't always go for the easy A. Besides, a different or more
challenging course may change your outlook on life or help
you determine what you want for your future Colleges also
require that you take and pass certain classes in high school.
How do you know which ones you should take? You'll need to
take the classes your school requires for graduation, of course.
For additional planning, consider these points:
If...
You already
know where
you want to
go or what
you plan to
do after

Then...




Use the college or program's
admissions requirements as a
guideline.
If you plan to go to Iowa State
University, the University of
Northern Iowa or the College of



Liberal Arts and Sciences at the
University of Iowa, use the Iowa
Board of Regents Admission
Index (RAI) at the following web
site:
http://www2.state.ia.us/regents/
RAI/ as a guideline. This
scoring system includes SAT® or
ACT® scores, high school rank,
GPA and number of high school
courses completed in core subject
areas.
For electives, choose courses that
reinforce your interests.
Even if you change your mind,
you'll have a good foundation.

Talk to your counselor about your
career interests and what classes
may fit those interests. If you
decide that you might want to go
to college, ask your counselor
about the recommended courses.
Since every college's admission
requirements differ, you can use
the RAI as a guideline for
required courses. You'll qualify
for automatic admission to Iowa's
three state universities and create
a good foundation for admission
to most four-year colleges in
Iowa.
Once you do choose a college or
course of study, be sure you find
out what the admissions
requirements are and change your
course plan as necessary.

Challenge Yourself
Besides giving you greater confidence and a better idea of
what you might like to do in life, advanced courses have
additional benefits:




Honors or Advanced Placement® (AP) classes are
usually given more weight in the college admissions
process because they demonstrate your desire to
learn.
Some high school courses may allow you to earn
college credits at the same time. Ask the counseling
office about dual-enrollment classes that are
available.



9th -12th grade students, you are eligible to start taking
college classes through Post Secondary Enrollment
Options Act (PSEO). PSEO encourages high school
students to take advantage of this opportunity to
enroll in college courses while still in high school.
For further information contact the counseling
department.

Expand Your Horizons
You'll have the chance to choose courses that aren't required,
called electives, during high school. Choose classes that fit
your interests and your goals for life after high school. These
classes might help you discover your true calling or get some
needed experience.

From the Desk of Amy Kaven,
Yearbook
YEARBOOK NEWS: Seniors/Senior Parents: The time is
now to schedule your senior's professional photo
session. Typical turnover time from photography session to
CD and prints is four weeks. The yearbook staff is requesting
senior and baby photos by the end of winter break. If you are
not purchasing a yearbook, you still need to submit the
following items:
SUBMIT: only one VERTICAL senior photo for the
yearbook and slideshow
SUBMIT: only one baby/childhood photo for the yearbook
and slideshow
Submissions can be prints, which are scanned and returned, or
jpeg images to amy_kaven@mstm.us. Photo quality must be
high, as no blurry or dark photos are accepted.
Gold Yearbook Sponsors
Farmers & Merchants State Bank of St. Charles-Anna
Montross Pharmacy of Winterset-Stefani
B.B. & P. Feed & Grain of Winterset- Stefani
Gib’s A & W Indianola-Shelby
City State Bank of Norwalk/Martensdale-Lexie
Wiegert Disposal of Martensdale-Lexie
Silver Yearbook Sponsors
Madison County Chamber of Commerce-Anna
Village Bootery of Winterset-Anna

From the Desk of Susan Gabbert-Clark,
PK-12 Vocal Music Director
Well, it’s almost here! The Variety Show is Friday, March 1st
at 7:00 p.m. in the elementary gym.
Before we get to the Variety Show, there are some other
events that need to be recognized! Select high school singers
will be participating in the Central College Singfest on
Thursday, February 14th. This honor choir gives high school
students an opportunity to experience the college campus, sing
with a college choir, and perform under a guest director.
On February 25th, select junior high singers will participate in
the Iowa Choral Directors Association 7/8 Grade Honor Choir.
Students that not only sing well but also have positive
rehearsal skills will be chosen to participate.
Our 5/6 grade students are completing a unit of study on
Meredith Willson and “The Music Man.” They will be
performing a junior version of this musical on Thursday,
March 7th at 6:30 p.m.
The elementary band will perform first under the direction of
Randy Olson, followed by “The Music Man.” So much fun in
one night! Don’t miss it! Concerts are always free to the
public, but we do appreciate donations to the music
department!
The following week, Mr. Olson and myself (Mrs. Clark) along
with our wonderful 4/5 grade teachers and associates will be
attending a concert of the Des Moines Symphony Orchestra on
Wednesday, March 13th with our fourth and fifth grade
students. This is always a marvelous trip with the students as
we hear the instruments live and in person!
April gets here and there is music everywhere! On April 2nd,
the school and community is invited to a Celebration of Music
at 6:00 p.m. Instrumental and vocal music will welcome
spring as we perform music starting with grade four and
recorders, through upper elementary, junior high band and
chorus, up to high school band and chorus.
Select fifth and sixth grade singers will participate in the Iowa
Choral Directors Association honor choir for upper elementary
students. The concert will be Thursday, April 4th at 7:00 p.m.
in Indianola.
Our youngest musicians in kindergarten and first grade will
perform in their spring concert on Tuesday, April 9th at 6:00
p.m. in the high school gym. We have been working on
performing the story of The Bremen Town Musicians through
music.

Oh, and one more event! We have been selected again this
year by the Iowa High School Music Association to host the
Solo/Ensemble Festival event here at Martensdale-St.Marys!
This is an honor and a privilege! On Saturday, April 6th, high
school musicians from around the state will perform before a
judge for a rating. This is a big event and many hands will be
needed to help with all the festival jobs. Please consider
volunteering to help.

From the Desk of Jessica Ackerson,
Science

Biology
The biology classes are currently learning about DNA
structure and replication. They have been studying and
creating models to help them show their understanding.
Looking ahead, the biology students will start earning about
RNA and Protein Synthesis. We will then work our way into
studying genetics and heredity.
Chemistry
The chemistry students have been studying Electron
Configuration. The students are learning the arrangements of
the electrons in atoms. The students have created models
using “dorm facilities, floor levels, different sizes of rooms,
and students” to help them to understand the rules and
placement of the electrons in an atom. Knowing the
placements of the electrons in an atom will help the students to
better understand chemical bonding in the next unit.
Physics
The physics students are working to understand force and its
relationship to mass and acceleration. The students have spent
time studying what a force is and asking questions about
Newton’s Laws of Motion. They have started working on labs
and experiments that help to prove Newton’s Laws of Motion
and see how these laws work in real life situations. In the next
unit, Students will discover the force of work and how it
impacts potential movements.

From the Desks of Tish O’Mara
and Jodi Noga, 3rd Grade
It’s hard to believe we are half way through our year. We have
been very busy working on our cursive handwriting. This is
the first year we are officially using it in class. Our goal is to
be able to read and write all letters in cursive by the end of the
year. We have also been practicing our multiplication and
division facts. Our last unit was learning these facts and the
strategies needed to apply them to problem solving! Learning
strategies consisted of arrays, repeated addition, doubling,
drawing pictures and making equal groups. Nightly practice
would help us be able to master these important skills and
concepts by the end of third grade. For reading, we are getting
ready for our winter round of FAST testing for fluency and
aReading for comprehension. Reading with a sibling, parent,
or other family member is a great way to continue to build
fluency throughout the year. In addition to learning, we also
had some fun before winter break with craft and movie days
with our 2nd grade friends and a gift exchange and class party.
We are looking forward to some more fun with our third grade
field trip to Living History Farms in the spring.

Attention Parents of Incoming 7th and 12th Grade Students!
We will be having an informational Kindergarten Round Up
parent meeting on Thursday, April 25th at 6:30 p.m. in the HS
Media Center. Please join the kindergarten
teachers, Terah Henson and Rana Webster as they share what
MSTM Kindergarten has to offer!
We will hold kindergarten round up on Friday, May 3rd from
8:30-2:00 for all students entering kindergarten in the Fall of
2019. If your child does not already attend our PK program,
or you know of a new family to our district, please contact the
elementary office at 641-764-2621 so that we can update our
list!

Student Spotlight
th

In Mrs. Surdi’s 6 grade class Ava Dicesare, Maryann Hart,
and Auneliese Berger made an animal cell cake for their
science lesson animal and plant cells. They spent long hours
working on it and had some very stressful moments! It was
hard work but they finished the cake!

I wanted to send out a reminder that, as of last year, there are a
few vaccinations that are required for junior high and high
school students that need to be done prior to them attending
school.
These immunizations are MANDATORY for
students, we cannot allow grace periods for them.
Students entering the 7th grade and born after September
15, 2004, will need to have the following :
One dose of meningococcal vaccine given after age ten and
before entering the seventh grade.
A Tdap booster prior to entering the seventh grade.
Students entering the 12th grade that are born after
September 15, 2004, will be required to have the following:
Two doses of meningococcal vaccine (1 dose received on or
after the age of 16); or 1 dose if received when the student was
16 years of age or older.
Meningitis is a very serious illness that can infect the blood,
brain and spinal cord. It is spread by bacteria through upper
respiratory droplet, such as saliva. About 10-15% of people
who get meningococcal disease die even if given correct
treatments. Up to 20% may suffer serious after effects such
as hearing loss or brain damage.
Meningococcal vaccines are very safe and effective at
preventing the meningococcal disease. It is about 85-100
percent effective at preventing the infection.
The Tdap booster helps to prevent the occurrence of
diphtheria, tetnus and pertussis.
If you have questions regarding your child’s immunizations I
would be happy to help assist you. Give me a call at 641-7632621 or email me at school, alene_kirvin@mstm.us.

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING DECEMBER 10, 2018
The Board of Directors of the Martensdale-St. Marys Community School District met in regular session, pursuant to law on December
10, 2018.
Members Present: President, Nicole Bunch; Vice President, Dean Furness; Ralph DiCesare, Dawn Reeves and Jennifer Parrott
together with Superintendent, Tom Wood; Josh Moser; Principal; Beth Happe, Principal and Business Manager, Jill Gavin.
Members Absent: None
I.
Welcome – Board President
Mr. Furness called meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and welcomed all guests. Mr. Bunch was present by phone.
II.

Consent Items
A. Approval of Minutes – Board President
B. Approval of Agenda – Board President
C. Approval of Bills and Secretary’s Report – Board President
D. Approval of Hot Lunch and Activity Reports – Board President
Mr. DiCesare motioned to approve the consent items, seconded by Mrs. Reeves. Roll call: 5 ayes.

II.
Celebrations
Mr. Wood announced that Martensdale-St. Marys is a Gold Star school for student reporting in Iowa. He congratulated those that
worked hard to make this happen.
Mr. Moser commended our teaching staff for always looking out for our student’s best interest, preserving during this challenging
time of the year by being steadfast, caring and grateful.
Mr. Moser commended our Girls Basketball team and Coaches for the Saturday morning camps they have held for the Kindergarten
through 2nd grade kids. He hasn’t seen his daughter that excited in quite some time! The girls work so well with the kids even after
playing a hard fought games the night before and late travel night. He was very appreciative of them!
Ms. Happe commended her teaching staff for the challenging time with family gatherings, anticipating time off and being consistent
and staying the course. She thanked Madison Twaddell for starting a 6th grade Art Club. They are having a good time with their new
school projects.
IV.

Public Comments - None

V.

Old Business
A. Reports
1) MStM Music Booster Minutes – none
2) MStM Athletic Booster Minutes – minutes of November 14, 2018
3) MStM PTO Minutes – minutes of November 13, 2018

B. Presentations
1) Facilities Report
Mr. Christensen
Mr. Christensen received quotes for showers in both lockers rooms. He has plans for making the partitions himself. A Facilities
meeting will need to be scheduled to review priorities and quotes.
1) Principal’s Report
Ms. Happe
Ms. Happe attended the Special Education Law Conference. Sessions included highly known keynote speaker, Special Ed Attorney
Jim Walsh and summaries of special education cases that occurred in the past year. Ms. Happe provided an update on Teacher
Professional Learning and her November Stop Light Report.
2) Principal’s Report
Mr. Moser
Mr. Moser introduced Mr. Hatcher and Cael Cassady. Cael chose to take an independent leadership class with Mr. Hatcher and his
assignment was to develop a leadership curriculum as an elective. His challenges were classroom space and a teacher to teach it. His
solution was to create a curriculum class under ELA standards and required Carnegie time units for group activities and it was all free.
He interviewed a lot of teachers and viewed the mission and vision statements for guidance. This was going to be an opportunity for
9th and 10th grade students to understand leadership within their community. After doing his research he discovered how to build our
community as a whole, learn leadership history, styles and qualities, dynamics and limitations. He focused on the 9th and 10th grades

students because the 11th and 12th grade classes were already looking toward the future and looking to leave for college, while the
younger grades have more time to give back to their community.
Cael presented his assessment methods for a new Leadership Elective Course for the Spring of 2019. The objective of the class is to
have an understanding of Leadership and Natural Behavior Style, to understand that leadership has a historical timeline, that leaders
have vision and direction, and to understand some common themes of leaders throughout history. Cael sent out a survey to all
freshmen and sophomores to determine interest in an Early Bird Leadership Course and he received a strong response. He has plans
to market and get the word out to students through a Google forum. If a student has interest in the Early Bird class they are to fill out
their application and a letter of recommendation due on Friday, December 14th.
The Board thanked Cael for all his hard work on this project and asked him to come back during the Spring semester for an update.
Mr. Moser introduced Brooke Safley, Beth Grafft and Robbie Eklov to present on their experiences at the National Council of
Teachers of English. It was a four-day conference where they had the opportunity to meet authors, attend seminars and receive free
books. They plan on using what they learned to add to their curriculum, incorporate into storytelling and having the seniors write
memoirs. The teachers took advantage to as many sessions as they could that showed humanity courses, speed dating with graphic
novels, helping students enhance their voices in reading and writing, how to take care of conflict in the classroom, digital literacy, and
how to empower those difficult students to use their voices to be heard. The teachers showed their appreciation and gratitude to the
Board for allowing them to attend the conference. The Board thanked them and was excited to see their enthusiasm about what they
have learned.
3) Superintendent’s Report
Supt. Wood
Mr. Wood shared the results from the School Improvement Needs Assessment that was conducted in November. The components
include goals and priorities, leadership and teamwork, student achievement, and standards and expectations, assessment system,
classroom instruction, professional development and parental involvement and satisfaction. Results are compared for district board
members and staff, district parents and community members and students. The survey results represent peoples’ perceptions or
opinions about the current district status. Strengths from the survey include: over 70% of staff report that the Iowa Core is fully
implemented. Over 2/3 of respondents believe that parents are well informed of their student’s progress, virtually all parents and staff
members agree that parents must be partners in education, 2/3 of staff members have a clear understanding of district improvement
goals, and almost all parents and community members say that the local school board can make a positive difference in student
achievement. Recommendations for improvement include more effort should be made to help parents know that virtually all student
can learn at high levels, that barriers can be overcome and that major improvements can and will be made in student achievement.
The school should place major emphasis on effective instruction, the content and rigor of the Iowa Core Standards and on active
student engagement in the classroom. The district should improve the assessment system to align to the content and rigor of the Iowa
Core Standards. Efforts should be made to insure that all stakeholders know how leadership teams are organized and understand how
they have a voice in decision making.
Administration will be going over the results with the staff at the December 12 Professional Development Day. The SIAC Committee
will also be going over the results, mission and vision statement at their next meeting. Action plans addressing needs will be
developed with input from stakeholders.
VI.

New Business

A. Discuss/Approve 2nd Reading Policy Series 800
Supt. Wood
Mrs. Reeves motioned to approve the 2nd reading of Policy Series 800, seconded by Ms. Parrott. Roll Call: 5 ayes.
Ralph was dismissed.
B. Discuss/Approve Good Conduct Policy Revision
Supt. Wood
Mrs. Reeves motioned to table the Good Conduct Policy Revision to provide more time to receive feedback from coaches, staff and
administrators, seconded by Ms. Parrott. Roll call: 4 ayes.
C. Discuss/Approve Early Graduation Request
Supt. Wood
Mrs. Reeves motioned to approve the Early Graduation request, seconded by Ms. Parrott. Roll call: 4ayes.
D. Discuss/Approve Offering Early Retirement
Supt. Wood
Mrs. Reeves motioned to approve the Early Retirement for 2019-2020, seconded by Ms. Parrott. Roll call: 4 ayes.
E. Discuss/Approve Personnel Resignations
Supt. Wood
Mrs. Reeves motioned to approve the resignation of Aaron Sewell, Track; and Tacy Vogel, Volleyball, seconded by Ms. Parrott. Roll
call: 4 ayes.

F. Discuss/Approve Personnel Recommendations
Supt. Wood
Mrs. Reeves motioned to approve Adam Davis as volunteer wrestling coach and Ethan Westphal, Assistant Baseball Coach, seconded
by Ms. Parrott. Roll call: 4 ayes.
G. Confirm – Next Meeting Dates
The Board confirmed the next board meeting will be held on January 14, 2018.

Supt. Wood

VII.
Adjournment
Mrs. Reeves motioned to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Parrott. Roll call: 4 ayes. Time: 5:36 p.m.

Dairyland Donkey Basketball
April 6, 2019
6:30 p.m.
MStM High School Gym
Tickets are $7 in Advance / $10 at the door
Watch your Friends Ride Real, Live Donkeys!
Bring the Whole Family!
Wilder than a Rodeo, Funnier than a Circus!
FREE DONKEY RIDES!
Child must be age 12 or younger
Rides and picture taking is available
but only when the child is accompanied by a paying adult.
Craziest Show on Earth!!
This fun-filled show is sponsored by the MStM Post Prom Committee.
All of the proceeds will be for the benefit of the 2019 Post Prom, April 27-28.
Advance tickets can be purchased from members of the Post Prom Committee
and online at www.mstm.us/Blue Devil Webstore/Post Prom

It is the policy of the Martensdale‐St. Marys Community
School District not to illegally discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national origin, gender, disability, religion,
creed, age (for employment), marital status (for programs),
sexual orientation, gender identity, and socioeconomic
status (for programs) in its educational programs and its
employment practices.
There is a grievance procedure for processing complaints of
discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance
related to this policy, please contact the district’s Equity
Coordinator.
MStM’s Equity Coordinator is Josh Moser, secondary
principal. His address is MStM Community School, 390
Burlington, Martensdale, Iowa 50160. His phone number is
641‐764‐2686
and
his
email
address
is:
josh_moser@MStM.us

The Martensdale‐St. Marys District Newsletter is
published by the last day of the preceding month.
The newsletter is available for pickup in the
Superintendent’s office, Post Office and the Jiffy station, all
are located in Martensdale.
You may also view it on the http://www.MStM.us website.
Questions or concerns may be addressed to:
Mrs. DePauw
Martensdale‐St.Marys
Elementary Office
390 Burlington Ave.
Martensdale, Iowa 50160
or by email
brenda_depauw@MStM.us
Office: 641‐764‐2470
Fax: 641‐764‐2100

