March, 2019
From the Desks of Tom Wood,
Josh Moser and Beth Happe
“There is no power for change greater than a community
discovering what it cares about.”
-Margaret J. Wheatley
Earlier this fall we conducted a needs assessment survey done
by the Iowa Association of School Boards (IASB). The
purpose was to gather feedback from all stakeholders that
would help drive improvement efforts at MStM. At the
conclusion of the survey, IASB analyzed the results and
provided us with both strengths and recommendations for
improvement. We are currently working with teachers, the
school board, and parent groups to implement improvement
practices and celebrate our successes.
Respondents to the survey included: 2 administrators, 1 board
member, 33 teachers, 3 other staff members, 98
parents/community members, and 25 students. This comprises
approximately 9-12% of possible respondents in our school
community. While overall participation was low, we, as a
district, find value in the feedback and will utilize it for
continual improvement.
The needs assessment was broken into eight components with
all questions fitting into these areas. They included goals and
priorities, leadership and teamwork, student achievement,
standards and expectations, assessment system, classroom
instruction, professional development, and parental
involvement and satisfaction. Results from all questions,
including the open ended responses, were examined and used
to analyze perceptions of each component.
Upon completion of the survey, IASB outlined several
strengths for our district that spanned the components:
●
●
●
●

Over 70% of staff reported that the Iowa Core is fully
implemented.
Over ⅔ of the respondents believe that parents are
well informed of their student’s progress.
Virtually all parents and staff members agree that
parents must be partners in education.
⅔ of staff members have a clear understanding of
district improvement goals.

●

Almost all parents and community members say that
the local school board can make a positive difference
in student achievement.

IASB also included the following recommendations for
improvement:
●

●

●

●

Efforts should be made to help parents know that
virtually all students can learn at high levels, that
barriers can be overcome, and that major
improvements can and will be made in student
achievement.
The schools should place major emphasis on
effective instruction, the content and rigor of the
Iowa Core Standards, and on active student
engagement in the classroom.
The district should improve the assessment system to
align to the content and rigor of the Iowa Core
Standards.
Efforts should be made to insure that all stakeholders
know how leadership teams are organized and
understand how they have a voice in decision
making.

The analysis of these components came in the form of
workshopping with both elementary and secondary teachers in
December and January, which resulted in teasing out common
themes for our overall improvement. The underlying issue in
many of the areas for improvement lie in making our
communication practices more intentional, more specific, and
more frequent. All eight of the categories found in the survey
have elements of communication involved, ranging from
being more intentional with sharing curricula and instructional
practices to being transparent and open to input with regard to
decision-making around the district. As always, we value the
input of our stakeholders and put a premium on the
relationship between school and community. If you have any
additional questions about the Needs Assessment, feel free to
contact Mr. Wood, Ms. Happe, and/or Mr. Moser. Our
continued partnership in school improvement is our priority!

From the Desk of Randy Folkerts,
Secondary Counselor
Greetings! I have just a bit of information I would like to pass
on to everyone. The final three ACT test dates for the
2018/2019 school year are rapidly approaching…April 13th,
June 8th, and July 13th. See Mr. Folkerts ASAP for more
information.
Reminder… The experts encourage everyone to apply for
financial aid even if you don’t think you will qualify. They
also encourage families to apply as early as possible! If you
have any questions about this application, or for more
information on eligibility requirements you can call 1-8004FED-Aid, look on the Internet at www.ed.gov/studentaid or
contact Mr. Folkerts.
Additional new scholarships have been mailed to my office
over the past few weeks. We post them on our web site AND
put them in the scholarship book located in my office. We
have also email all scholarships to all students. Keep checking
your email for scholarship information. Please encourage
your son or daughter to review the web site frequently or stop
by my office and check out those potential opportunities!
A quick reminder to all seniors, I will give out information
regarding all local scholarships that only our students at MSt. M can win, sometime during the week of March 4th-8th.
All local scholarships will be due in my office Friday, March
29th at 3:00…no exceptions!!
Here are a few more ideas all junior and seniors should be
working on….
March Senior Reminders 2019
• If you have not submitted your housing information get that
filled out and returned ASAP.
• If you have not yet submitted your FAFSA (Free Application
for Federal Student Aid), you should complete it as soon as
possible.
• Keep copies of your completed federal tax returns handy. Be
prepared to mail them to your college(s) if requested to do so.
Promptly respond to any document requests made by your
college.
• Expect your Student Aid Reports (SAR) within 2 – 4 weeks
from the time you filed your FAFSA.
• Make sure your first semester transcripts have been sent to
the college(s) to which you have applied.

March Junior Reminders 2019
• Students going to a 2 year school, take the Accuplacer and
Aleks test. See me for more information if interested.
• Students planning on attending a 4 year college or university,
try to take the ACT coming up in April, June, or July
• Visit potential colleges you may want to attend now. You
can start applying to colleges in July.
• Investigate careers. Link to information about various
careers on the web site www.planyouradventure.net
• Make sure your senior year includes required credits to meet
the college entrance requirements. Consider taking college
level classes while still in high school.
• Put together a resume listing of your activities, volunteer
experiences, academic achievements and employment.
• We rescheduled the Financial Aid Night to Wednesday,
April 17th at 7:00 p.m. in the MStM school library.
Have a great March!

From the Desks of Susan Gabbert-Clark,
PK-12 Vocal Music Director and
Randy Olson 5-12 Band Director
March Comes in Like a Lion With Music!
March 1st is the high school Variety Show! Many great acts
with great music! 7:00 p.m. in the elementary gym.
The 5/6 grade concert has been re-scheduled for March 26th at
6:30 p.m. You will hear our young bands play fun songs! The
5/6 grade students will also be performing a scaled down
version of Meredith Willson’s “The Music Man.” It will be a
fun night! Put it on your calendar and don’t miss it!
The 5/6 grade honor choirs will be performing in Indianola on
April 4th. Beautiful singing of beautiful music by beautiful
young voices!
Please, please, please, call Mr. Olson or myself (Mrs. Clark) to
volunteer to help the music department. We have three events
coming up and we need help.
The first is serving food at the Putney Auction on March 24th.
We will take donation of food, time, or monetary donations.
AND, the cool part about the monetary donations, is it can be
you simply coming to the auction and purchasing a walking
taco, or pie, or coffee, or beef burger. Yes, lot of goodies to
choose from for your delight!

The second event is on April 2nd as Mr. Olson and myself give
an informance with our groups so that our community and
hear and see the progression of music education here at
MStM. This wonderful night of music appreciation begins at
6pm. An informance is where students perform and their
teacher explains concepts during the performance.
The third activity is on April 6. MStM will again be honored
by the Iowa High School Music Association to host the
Solo/Ensemble Festival! What an honor to do these two years
in a row!
You can help by volunteering to do a job during the day or
simply by coming and listening to our young musicians and
supporting them during their performances!
Yes, music plays (and sings!) a big part at MStM!

From the Desk of Amy Kaven,
Yearbook
YEARBOOK NEWS: Seniors/Senior Parents: The time is
now to schedule your senior's professional photo
session. Typical turnover time from photography session to
CD and prints is four weeks. The yearbook staff is requesting
senior and baby photos by the end of winter break. If you are
not purchasing a yearbook, you still need to submit the
following items:
SUBMIT: only one VERTICAL senior photo for the
yearbook and slideshow
SUBMIT: only one baby/childhood photo for the yearbook
and slideshow
Submissions can be prints, which are scanned and returned, or
jpeg images to amy_kaven@mstm.us. Photo quality must be
high, as no blurry or dark photos are accepted.
Gold Yearbook Sponsors
Farmers & Merchants State Bank of St. Charles-Anna
Montross Pharmacy of Winterset-Stefani
B.B. & P. Feed & Grain of Winterset- Stefani
Gib’s A & W Indianola-Shelby
City State Bank of Norwalk/Martensdale-Lexie
Wiegert Disposal of Martensdale-Lexie

From the Desk of Jessica Iverson and Barb McKenzie,
Jr/Sr High Special Education
The Special Education department at MStM junior high and
high school looks a little different this year, with two teachers
who are new to the district, but not new to the profession.
Barb McKenzie and Jessica Iverson have been working
together this year to help students with special needs succeed.
They could not do this without the experienced and amazing
professionals that they work with everyday: Lisa Connor,
Lori Hager, Marlene Meier, and Emily Watson. These ladies
have helped them tremendously as they have begun their new
roles at MStM.
The Special Education team supports students who have
Individualized Education Plans by making sure that they are
getting the supports and instruction that they need to be
successful. They work closely with the wonderful content
area teachers to make sure that students get all the
opportunities that they need and deserve. The Special
Education department uses a variety of research-based
strategies and technology. They collaborate with content area
teachers, work with students on individual goals, and monitor
progress. Their goal is to make sure that all students reach
their full potential!

Silver Yearbook Sponsors
Madison County Chamber of Commerce-Anna
Village Bootery of Winterset-Anna

From the Desk of Sara Gladson,
FCCLA
FCCLA on to State
On January 31st, Cassie Rose, Shelby McCasland, Sophia
Gibson and Kailyn DiCesare competed in District STAR
Event Competition in Corning, Iowa. Cassie competed in the
Recycle & Redesign in which she created a dress from
recycled materials. Shelby, Sophia and Kailyn presented the
chapter service project. They all advanced to State Leadership
Conference! SLC will be held in Des Moines on March 31stApril 2nd. If you would like to know more about their
projects, please visit https://flipgrid.com/77a8f7a6.
FCCLA will be hosting a free will donation dinner on
Monday, March 11th from 5:00-7:30. This is the first night of
Parent Teacher Conferences. First come first serve, so come
early! You will be able to talk to the girls and see their
projects.

Also, if you would like to donate to help our four girls go to
State, you can donate on the MSTM Webstore
(https://mstm.revtrak.net/) under the FCCLA button.
Thank you all for your support of our program!

concluding with symmetry and lines of reflections. This is an
exciting unit and a perfect way to end our fourth grade year.
Reading continues to grow as fourth graders connect their
reading in their Reader’s Response journals and develop a
deeper understanding about what they are reading. Book
groups are developing individual interest as well as building
comprehension skills and increasing their fluency reading.
Fourth graders are enjoying our reading curriculum, Journeys
and building their grammar, spelling, writing, and
comprehension strategies through this series.
Social Studies continue to cover the regions throughout the
United States and identify its location on the map. Fourth
graders are getting ready to take their big test over Northeast,
Southeast, and Midwest regions. After completing these
regions, fourth graders will continue with the Southwest and
West regions then conclude with the fifty states final test.
In Science, fourth graders have completed their exploration of
the effects water has on the Earth’s surface and beginning to
explore the Maker’s cart using drills and handsaws. We will
finish the year with our Student Teacher who will be exploring
human and animal structures.

We will be having an informational Kindergarten Round Up
parent meeting on Thursday, April 25th at 6:30 p.m. in the HS
Media Center. Please join the kindergarten
teachers, Terah Henson and Rana Webster as they share what
MSTM Kindergarten has to offer!
We will hold kindergarten round up on Friday, May 3rd from
8:30-2:00 for all students entering kindergarten in the Fall of
2019. If your child does not already attend our PK program,
or you know of a new family to our district, please contact the
elementary office at 641-764-2621 so that we can update our
list!

From the Desks of Dianne Reynolds
and Kathy Higgins, 4th Grade
In math, we are investigating the world of fractions through
probability strategies and finding the equivalent fractions.
During our weekly math game day, fourth graders have taken
the challenge of building their multiplication facts through
various activities and strategies, such as the partial methods.
It is a fun way to test skills and end a hard working week.
Looking ahead in math, we will determine the area and
perimeter of triangles, parallelograms, and rectangles before

Writing continues to develop and the students are working
very hard at expressing a variety of topics through personal
narratives, informative pieces, and persuasive writing. Some
of our 4th graders are writing personal narratives regarding
barriers they have encountered and are entering an essay
contest hosted by Scholastic.
Fourth graders are looking forward to writing about their
Spring Break experiences, preparing for the upcoming field
trips to the Des Moines Symphony and Iowa Cubs.

Attention Parents of Incoming 7th and 12th Grade Students!
I wanted to send out a reminder that, as of last year, there are a
few vaccinations that are required for junior high and high
school students that need to be done prior to them attending
school.
These immunizations are MANDATORY for
students, we cannot allow grace periods for them.

Meningitis is a very serious illness that can infect the blood,
brain and spinal cord. It is spread by bacteria through upper
respiratory droplet, such as saliva. About 10-15% of people
who get meningococcal disease die even if given correct
treatments. Up to 20% may suffer serious after effects such
as hearing loss or brain damage.

Students entering the 7th grade and born after September
15, 2004, will need to have the following :

Meningococcal vaccines are very safe and effective at
preventing the meningococcal disease. It is about 85-100
percent effective at preventing the infection.

One dose of meningococcal vaccine given after age ten and
before entering the seventh grade.

The Tdap booster helps to prevent the occurrence of
diphtheria, tetnus and pertussis.

A Tdap booster prior to entering the seventh grade.

If you have questions regarding your child’s immunizations I
would be happy to help assist you. Give me a call at 641-7632621 or email me at school, alene_kirvin@mstm.us.

Students entering the 12th grade that are born after
September 15, 2004, will be required to have the following:
Two doses of meningococcal vaccine (1 dose received on or
after the age of 16); or 1 dose if received when the student was
16 years of age or older.

MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING JANAURY 14, 2019
The Board of Directors of the Martensdale-St. Marys Community School District met in regular session, pursuant to law on January
14, 2019.
Members Present: President, Nicole Bunch; Vice President, Dean Furness; Ralph DiCesare, and Jennifer Parrott together with
Superintendent, Tom Wood; Josh Moser; Principal; Beth Happe, Principal and Business Manager, Jill Gavin.
Members Absent: Dawn Reeves
I.
Welcome – Board President
Mrs. Bunch called meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and welcomed all guests.
II.

Consent Items
A. Approval of Minutes – Board President
B. Approval of Agenda – Board President
C. Approval of Bills and Secretary’s Report – Board President
D. Approval of Hot Lunch and Activity Reports – Board President
Mr. DiCesare motioned to approve the consent items, seconded by Mr. Furness. Roll call: 4 ayes.

III.
Celebrations
Mr. Wood stated that the district received positive feedback regarding the ESSA accountability. The Director of the Department of
Education will be visiting MStM on January 25, 2019. He will be visiting the classrooms and learning about programs within the
district.
Mr. Moser congratulated the Fall Activities Coaches (Benson, Franey, Wharton). Football, Football Cheerleading, and Cross Country
all received recognition for their activity's cumulative team GPAs from the Athletic Associations. Coach Franey's cheerleaders had a
cumulative GPA of 3.78, which was the third highest in the state. Very cool!
The Music and Visual Arts program provided an innovative approach to displaying visual arts during the music program. The
programs collaborated together to present an exciting visual music program. Mrs. Twaddell also put together an art show for the staff

to see and also purchase works of art made by her students. Mr. Moser was proud of their work and will be hanging four new pieces
on his wall.
Mr. Moser thanked Mrs. Butcher for all her time and hard work gathering the necessary state requirements for the CTE evaluation
process that is directed to the business strain of the CTE program. There was a lot of work behind the scenes to ensure that our
program is up to code.
Ms. Happe announced the 1st Lego League Club. Lego League is for ages 9-14 and applies science, engineering and math concepts,
plus a big dose of imagination, to develop solutions to real-world challenges. They design, build and program Lego Mindstorms
based robots to perform autonomous missions on a playing field. They develop critical thinking, team-building, and presentation
skills. For the project that our MStM 6th students have been working on was to identify and solve a physical or social problem faced
by humans during long duration of space exploration. They were excited to share that our team from Martensdale-St. Marys – Bricks
of the Wild place in the top 25% at the regional qualifier for the First Log League Robotics competition at Johnston High School on
December 16, 2018. They will be going to the state championship on January 19, 2019 at Iowa State University. Good Luck!
IV.

Public Comments - None

V.

Old Business
A. Reports
1) MStM Music Booster Minutes – none
2) MStM Athletic Booster Minutes – none
3) MStM PTO Minutes – minutes of the January 8, 2019

B. Presentations
1) Facilities Report
Mr. Christensen
Mr. Wood updated the board on the projects happening in the building. The high school locker rooms have new flooring. The
Facilities Committee met prior to the Board Meeting and items that will need approval at the February board meeting will include
remodeling the JH lockers rooms with new flooring and new partitions and improvements to the softball field. Other items discussed
were purchasing more laptops, purchasing internet security, playground improvements, and water filling stations, sidewalks at the
baseball field, updating the WiFi in the gym, replacing the carpet in the library and offices, selling the oldest school van and
purchasing a new bus on an annual basis.
1) Principal’s Report
Ms. Happe
Ms. Happe updated the board about revisiting the PBIS program. There is a team of teachers who were trained on PBIS during the 1st
year. Since then the program has dipped in the implementation and has become less consistent. Mrs. Thompson, Elementary
Guidance Counselor, and Ms. Happe put out a staff survey, and will be working on upgrading the program and help out those students
with behavior plans. Ms. Happe also shared that Rose Dickinson has been a vital part of serving the needs of several elementary
students.
Ms. Happe informed the board about the Warren County STEM Club for 4th – 6th grade students who are active in 4H. This is a great
opportunity for those students to be introduced to STEM activities. Mrs. Bunch mentioned that there is a lot of money out there for
STEM scholarships for students who are interested.
Ms. Happe had the opportunity engage with the staff at the December PD day in regards the Needs Assessment and will continue to
process and follow up at the January 21st PD day.
2) Principal’s Report
Mr. Moser
Mr. Moser provided the revision of the Good Conduct Policy. The district’s attorney vetted the language and addressed some of the
situations that have come up within the district. He discussed the purchase of the Go Guardian device for security management to
receive real-time monitoring of student devices in and outside of the classroom.
3) Superintendent’s Report
Supt. Wood
Mr. Wood discussed the school calendar for 2019-2020. The proposed calendar will have the same number of student days as this
year, 177 days, and total hours are within 4.4 hours of this year’s calendar. A no school day was added to the Wednesday before

Thanksgiving. Teachers will have a PD day but have the opportunity to “trade” a PD day in order to have this day off. School is still
out before June but where Christmas falls it will make it impossible to end the school year before Memorial Day. He added two
weeks at Christmas, again due to when the holidays fall. The board discussed other options to the calendar and recommended
returning to school on Jan 2 instead of Jan 6 and not having a 1:00 dismissal on November 26, all in order to end the year before
Memorial Day.
SIAC Committee will be meeting on February 6th. Ms. Parrot and Mrs. Reeves are the board members for this committee. They will
be reviewing the Needs Assessment survey, a PD presentation will be given by Mr. Hatcher and the members will work on revising
the Mission and Vision statements of the district.
VI.

New Business
A. Discuss 1st Reading Policy Series 900

Supt. Wood

B. Discuss/Approve 2019-2020 Modified Supplement Application
Supt. Wood
Mr. Furness motioned to approve the requested modified supplement amount of $123,636, with a carryover from Fiscal Year 2018 of
$50,839 for a maximum modified supplemental amount possible of $174,025 for the sole purpose of implementing the district’s board
adopted At-Risk/Dropout program, seconded by Mr. DiCesare. Roll call: 4 ayes.
C. Discuss/Approve Good Conduct Policy Revision
Supt. Wood
Mr. Moser presented the revisions for the Good Conduct Policy. Much discussion was made regarding dealing with judgment calls.
Mr. Furness motioned to approve the revisions to the Good Conduct Policy, seconded by Ms. Parrott. Roll call: 4 ayes.
D. Discuss/Approve Preschool Director Job Description
Supt. WoodF
Mr. Furness motioned to approve the Preschool Director Job Description, seconded by Mr. DiCesare. Roll call: 4 ayes.
E. Discuss 1st Draft of 2019-2020 Calendar

Supt. Wood

F. Discuss/Approve Personnel Resignations
Supt. Wood
Mr. Furness motioned to approve the resignation of Mr. Charles Hilsabeck who accepted the early retirement package and the
resignation of Ms. Amy Kaven, seconded by Ms. Parrott. Roll call: 4 ayes.
G. Discuss/Approve Personnel Recommendations - none
H. Confirm – Next Meeting Dates
The Board confirmed the next board meeting will be held on February 11, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.

Supt. Wood
Supt. Wood

VII.
Adjournment
Mr. DiCesare motioned to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Furness. Roll call: 4 ayes. Time: p.m. 4:43 p.m.

Dairyland Donkey Basketball
April 6, 2019
6:30 p.m.
MStM High School Gym
Tickets are $7 in Advance / $10 at the door
Watch your Friends Ride Real, Live Donkeys!
Bring the Whole Family!
Wilder than a Rodeo, Funnier than a Circus!
FREE DONKEY RIDES!
Child must be age 12 or younger
Rides and picture taking is available
but only when the child is accompanied by a paying adult.
Craziest Show on Earth!!
This fun-filled show is sponsored by the MStM Post Prom Committee.
All of the proceeds will be for the benefit of the 2019 Post Prom, April 27-28.
Advance tickets can be purchased from members of the Post Prom Committee
and online at www.mstm.us/Blue Devil Webstore/Post Prom

It is the policy of the Martensdale‐St. Marys Community
School District not to illegally discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national origin, gender, disability, religion,
creed, age (for employment), marital status (for programs),
sexual orientation, gender identity, and socioeconomic
status (for programs) in its educational programs and its
employment practices.
There is a grievance procedure for processing complaints of
discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance
related to this policy, please contact the district’s Equity
Coordinator.
MStM’s Equity Coordinator is Josh Moser, secondary
principal. His address is MStM Community School, 390
Burlington, Martensdale, Iowa 50160. His phone number is
641‐764‐2686
and
his
email
address
is:
josh_moser@MStM.us

The Martensdale‐St. Marys District Newsletter is
published by the last day of the preceding month.
The newsletter is available for pickup in the
Superintendent’s office, Post Office and the Jiffy station, all
are located in Martensdale.
You may also view it on the http://www.MStM.us website.
Questions or concerns may be addressed to:
Mrs. DePauw
Martensdale‐St.Marys
Elementary Office
390 Burlington Ave.
Martensdale, Iowa 50160
or by email
brenda_depauw@MStM.us
Office: 641‐764‐2470
Fax: 641‐764‐2100

Martensdale-St Marys

March, 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
7:00pm Variety
Show @ Elementary
Gym

3

10

4

11

4:00pm School
Board Meeting @
Central Office
4:00pm8:00pm ParentTeacher Conferences

17

6:00pm Basketball
Banquet @ Cafeteria

18
No School

24

5

12

1:00 Dismissal

13

7

14

21
No School

27

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

3:00pm5:00pm8:00pm Daddy/Daught 9:00pm PTO
er Dance @ HS Gym
Carnival

End of 3rd Quarter
No School
1:00 Dismissal
1:30pm7:30pm ParentTeacher Conferences

20
No School

26
6:30pm 5th and 6th
Band and Choir
Concert @ HS Gym

6

8:00am Academic
Bowl (Rescheduled
from 02-13-19) @
Nodaway Valley High
School
7:00pm Athletic
Booster Club Meeting @
Media Center

19
No School

25
POI Honor Band

3

6:00pm8:00pm Wrestling
Banquet @ Cafeteria

Saturday
1

No School

28

29

30

4:30pm TrackG/Varsity Clarke vs.
Multiple Schools @
Clarke High School

8:15am8:45am Josten's
Delivery of
Caps/Gowns/Invitations
@ Commons
4:30pm TrackB/Varsity Winterset
vs. Multiple
Schools @ Winterset
5:30pm10:00pm IRBC Game
Night @ HS Gym

7:00pm-9:00pm JH
Winter
Formal (Rescheduled
from 02-23-19) @
Elementary Gym

